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HE to great Ends that men are to aim 
at in this World, are Firſt to live hap- 
pily here, and Secondly to obtain the 

0 utmoſt aſſurance that matt can attain to 

of being in the number of the bleſſed hereafter. 

Both theſe are ao otherwiſeto be had, but by the 

acquiſition of Wiſdom and Goodneſs. Now the 
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contemplation and admiration of the works of God, 
are the great buſineſs of man here: for God having 
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neſs of their own abilicies to * through, 
make any reaſonable diſcovery of the uſes wy af. 
fices of parts 5 cannot but take down their Top- 
ſails, and make them confeſs that their Science 
amuſt end in Admiration: whereas they who have 
ccquir'd a knowledge not grounded upon Nature, 
niy fpeculatiye, talkative, artificial, and ſo di- 
tinguiſhr from what is real and Natural; e 
hemſelves in theit own conceptions, think | 
ly of themſelves, _ deſpiſe nature, and by 
rſt in their actions, which are no way natural, 
front and oppoſe: God, and afterwards are fo ret, 
hough covertly and ſubrilly, to avow it in their 
iſcourſes. An Antidote againſt this is the con. 
emplation of Nature, and t ore | wonld 
thee often ſee God in that Book; and when t 
rt, as yr a 4 chooe but — confen'd in 
the reality of his exiſtence a providence, 
urniſh thy mind in the next place with the kn 
age of his Will and Commands, by the aſſiſtance 
f the two great lights, the one of thy NY 
to he other o the Scripture. 
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pood or evil, and that we might be without excuſe, 
a the firſt. formation of man, the Almighty hath 
anted this light in his Breaſt, which-is to vs, 


; as 
phe: Sun to the: Aerial and Farthly ben 


: neichu* is ever like 46 de 
unt God hall pu «period co its * Nor 


1. 

| eee hath been y good to 
all the ſons of men; and though in r ce to ſome 
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fl he reſt of the World might joſtly plead Igno- } 
rance of Gods commands, and e the puniſh. 
ments due oy their miſcarriages, but that they had 
aly we Remembrancer withi ; to prompt them 
irect them ip every action of their lives. 
This in . ſeveral. ages and in ſeveral Countrey 
ſometimes for Intereſt, and ſometimes | 


wo that 4 is —— within us that — | 
together with us, what is good and bad: I mean 
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God was pleas'd when he made us to breath into us, 
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he Creation, the ao ach. 
Ancien, the almoſt univerſal conſent of . 
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is own glory, enlightning his dark body, without 
which, man would be but as other irrational cres- 
res: Such care did Almighty God take not ta 
ve man without a „ 
yhileſt other creatures were looking down Mo 
king no notice oſ his excellent wiſdome to be. 
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x plat tre taken up, with a continual 
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Imightineſs of God) but loving Mankind above all 
0 other parts of his Creation, he made him capa 
le of this raviſhing pleaſure, in ſome: proportion 
greeable to what we are to have in e Eterua 
afions of his Heavenly Kingdom. 
| Another and ery crudernl end of that ſacred 
of Conſcience is to inſtruct us in our behavi- 
- ( whileſt we live here) towards all others of 
Emo kind with our ſelves, toward out ſelves 
>, and toward. the ohe parts of the Crea+ 


— (Silt, ap wake nig, . 
own , Conſgience, in 
TEC the reſt-of-thy fellow: crea- 

tures; 


KF SFA 5 


I 


ores; andindoing ſo, eſp 
inp uno others as thou wouldſt "Veidone unto 
And for the better fulfilling 
viſe thee in every action of Juſtſce, where any mt 
terdepends between thee and thy Brother, put thy 
ſelf into the capacity of both perſons, and what 
thou wouldſt not have done to 9 thou in his 
condition, that be ſure thou do not to him in the 
ſame condition: Let not a little profit, or the pa, 
| Gonate obtaining of thy will, (yay: thee from-this # 
Heavenly rule: Remember, it is the mind and wil 
of God, and that God plac't it within thee for tig 
blervance : Whileſt it was obſerv'd, the world i 
wg in its ſtate of Integrity, and nothing under 4 
ies of 1 can reform che Wor d, or 16 


thy le 5 4 little . 1 — 
appetite or ing thy pro. 
portion _ ogy ll; car with the 
favs the love and reſpect of reg 
— . — — quiet of thy own ſpirit, which ant; 
indeed the prone bleſſings Earth. Al 
all the miſchiefa that are in t tid ri to} 
not obſervin this rule: and yet "is allow d by all 
it was given by God, it was exemplified by 
it is tlie fulfilling-of the Laws of the Second Ta. 
big It is the rule of the Moaicipal Laws of all well 
' goyern'd Countreys, it is of thot univerſal eſtecm 


Tat never any one had the to maten 
obeckion againſt it; and — ug abbreris 
tion of good Laws, let it be the Touchſtone, — 
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Son, of all thy actions towards others, by which \ 
ou mayſt eaſily examine, and. reſtrain thy ſelf, 
ben thou art about to do any injuſtice to thy neigh- 

our. 

This ſacred light within us is ſo radically f fut, 

gat it cannot by the utmoſt endeavours that 
as us'd, be utterly effaced: for the moſt wiel 

en, who would fain have believed that there is 

d God, and conſequently no Conſcience ;, that ſo 

| fear of a-Deity being removed, they might 

jore freely indulge themſelves in the ſatisfattion 
their Lults and Wills ; have. never been able to 

compliſh that end: but have that Conſcience; 

hich they would ſtifle, vigorouſly working with- 
them, and it ſelf a revenger of their Crimes. 

id therefore Caligula and Nero, men jinfamous 

their kei „having committed foul acti- 

s, ſecretly, and which they knew no earthly 
dwer could puniſh, have yet had day and night be. 
e their eyes the horrours of an. awakened 
venging Conſcience , which embitter d all the 

eaſures which they tancied to themſelves by the 
ppreſſion of 4 ae fue light or rather 
e within them, maugre all the art and endeavours 

fy could uſe to prevent it. . 

This is atteſted by tha: of the Apoſ 
17.6 2 v. 13, Where he vindicates the juſtice 
Foe . 
M. ws e | 
| , let. him be t e 
dee, his Gatten is the Witneſs, and then 
nes in that indubitable ſaying, Sr judice, meme 
noc en: 
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let him hide from the 

on, deſerying thoſe puniſhments, 

he fits as Judge to inflift on others. 
ſenſe of this verity, Aue a Creek 


Bojſile Aram i eurel vere oe s 
No Faults can ſcape, for in bis Breaft D 
Man carries G od, bus Conſcience teſt. Z | 
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So Cicero in his Oration for Afilo: Great is the 

force of Conſcience to both purpoſes, by means WY 
of which they who do no evil, fear not; and 

they who are wicked, have the dread bf/puniſh. 

* is whileſt wicked actions are com-. 

mi | 
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that while taki up, and 
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Next conſider the thou oweſt to thy ſelf: 
It may be thou thinkeit thou haſt full and abſolute 
power over thy own body and mind: But it is a mi. 
e, my Son, for thy authority over thoſe is 
dounded by certain rules of Equity ; there is alſo a 
greater right even to theſe than thou canſt lay claim 
1 to, the right of him that made them; who can 


painſfay it? and then the right of him that redeem d 


erh are bought with a price, therefore glorifie God 
1 8 ok CHOOSE Spirits, which = 6 We 
were — — my 2 » to all intents and pur- 
* oſes, forfeited to the diſpleaſure of God, for 
reach of his commandments; what is included 

In that forfeiture is dreadful to imagine: think 

hen, how juſtly we owe our ſelves to him, 


bo by ſhedding his own blood, reſcued us from 
be Curſe, the pain and I. of Gods disfavonr : 


Ve are therefore Chri and ſhall we take the 
members of Chriſt, and abuſe them with fatfhood, 
pncleanneſs , beſtiality, or any vitious habit that 
n. ay leave a blemiſh or reproach upon them ? No, 
ny dear Son, have it in thy ſerious 14 f ard rather to 
reſerve them pure and unſpot t habications 
for the holy Spirit to dwell be This i is truly * 
thy ſelf ; which conſiſteth not in the plealiy ing hy 
1 


zumours thy ons; 
nd fad i fs: I. in the ae 


b Weal , the acquiſitisn of Honour, the gaining 
ower over thy enemies, all theſe have 0 55 
peſles joyned with them; but in the fabda 
Inclinations to Vice, reducing thy 8 cy ro 0 
Aws of Reaſon and Nature, recoveri b 
A mind to ſuch a frame, as that =: | 
leafure in nothing but what is conducing to = 
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16 | / Conſcience. 
and agrecable to the rules of Vertue, and the pat. 
tern of our great Maſter, the Univerſal Saviour, 
Thisis truly felt. love, and allowable, in no oppo-. 
fition to thoſe duties we owe God, and that affecti. 
on we owe to our Neighbour, which is to be ex- 
tended and conformed to this ſelf love we are thus 
to ſhew uato our ſelves. | =_ 
I know very well, my Son, that the light of thy 3 
mind is very agreeable to this, and that thou wilt 
eaſily confeſs that all other ſelf· love, which is viti- # 
ous and hurtful either to thy body or thy mind, or 
detrimental and injurious to thy Brother, as it 1 
expreſly forbidden in holy writ, ſo is it in dire 
oppoſition to the light of unperverted Nature, 
which having imprinted in all of us a love to our 
ſelves, and intending thereby the doing good to 
our ſelves, cannot be underſtood of any thing that 
is damageable to our bodies or our mind, as all viti- 
ous acts or habits moſt certainly are. A 
The laſt particular wherein the light of Nature 
and thy Conſcience is to guide thee,relates,my Son, 
to thy carriage and comportment towards the 
other parrs of the Creation. Hexe indeed through} 
long perſwaſion of injurious cuſtom man is apt te 
extend his power and. -prerogative much beyond 
what I believe God Almighty intended: for it is} 
not in the leaſt credible, that our good God whos} 
all compaſſion, who was as well the maker of thoſe 
Creatures as of man himſelf, and who when he had 
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CCC .1nn 3507 WO 
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made them, upon a pleaſing vie of them, was de: 
lighted chere with, and ſaw all to be very good 
on . ſuch mist 
chie vous and unrelenting havock amongſt them, . 
he has uſed for many ages. Tis cre, be gave wi 
18 ; Onur v3 


f 3 
3 Ee hem, —— them — ref 
deir natures, to ſecure the weak againſt 42 
t leaſtwiſe it ſeems much to be ſo, until aſter 
pod ; for which almoſt 2000 years his food was: 
0 of their fleſh, but the Herbage of man econ 
he Fruits of Trees. 
AN when his liberty was afcerwands farther” way 
, and that there was an allowance to feed 
other Creatures, there was a caution ſer, that 
CEE. cruelty aa might be; 
F which 5s the life tber. 
hou ſhalt ner eat: as if God would have the ſorm 
Ei altered, that ſa there might be leſs a 
41 —— — J. And it is very 
caſo to think, that. this alſo was done in 
ompliance -wich the weakneſs: of Man, _ 
283 was not willing to ſtrive: any los 
t as Moſes complyed with the Iſraelites in 4 
articulars for the hardneſs of their hearts, ſo did 
e Almighty out of kindneſs and — 
iſpenſe with his firſt intention, to lay the 
obligarion unn him for ſubmiſſion and ol 
d his other commands. 
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katter can inform je Reif. E 
This though is to be allowed, that at, eff ae" * 
jet was of things without the animal life, during 
C * 
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And to encline thee the more to this I would have 
ee ſometimes conſider that ſeveral ſorts and Sets 
men, of greateſt repute in the World for an ho- 
t and good life, and many excellent particular 

ſons have wlo:y refuſed fleſn, and lived well 
d in good ſtate of health without it, their minds 


e alſo been far more Philoſophical and far 


re eaſily ſabdued by reaſon : 


he Turks, Indians, and many other people we 


> pleaſed to account Barbarous, are in this parti» 
lar, from inſtinct of Nature, much more tender 
n we Chriſtians ( to our ſhame be it ſpoken) 
nd though in their Sacrifices they have been la- 
hly 3 as the Jews alſo were, yet was it 
ne chiefly in the ſervice of God, for attonement 
1 ap t of the offended Deity, or. what 
y eſteemed ſo ; But the meekneß and compatlio- : 
e temper of Chriſtianity, has to the Honour of 
Religion exploded all y ſacrifices, noſinall 
zument that God is pleaſed with a repentant 
ad, ſorrow. for, and deſertion of Sin, rather 
n in taking away the lives of the innocent, to ſa- 
ie for the offences of the guiltʒ. 27 
Beſides, my Son, nothing takes away that ſweet re- 
ſe of mind, and bowels of compaſſion, which the 
doſtle calls Natural Affection, more than actions of 
od, and therefore no people whatſoever are more 
barouſly ſavage and relentleſs than Souldiers: up- 


his account alſo it is, that Butchers and Surge- 


are excluded from being Jury-men upon Life 
Death, becauſe one of them 3 frequently 
gag d about Wounds, Ulcers, making — 
e fleſh and ing of Members, the other 


daily ſlaughters, ranſacking the Bowels, divid- 
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ing and — week and innocent Crea. 
tures : from this frequency in blood, they were 
not thought fit ro be truſted with the lives of men , 
I by che Ber compaſſion of Nature being ſvp- 
aryl way the Barbarity of thoſe actions to be won 
out in t 5 
A good man is full of mercy to his Beaſt, and 
great reaſon, my Son, it ſhould beſo: we receive 0 
conſiderable advantages from them, h, 
ſhould we then ſhew any ſeverity towards them? it 5 
is much to be feared that the ſowrneſs and cruelij | 
of ſome of them to ones, | is, if not occaſion'd, yet 
much heightned by us; and it" is promiſed in the 
bleſſed eſtate of 4 har all antipathiei 0 
ſhall be taken away, that the Lion and the Land ; 
ſhall lie down together: | Let me perſwade thee 
therefore, my dear one, to fit thy mind for ſuch 2: 
ſtate, and ſo to live at preſent as if it were aeg, 
eſtabliſhed : So ſhalt thou fulfil the deſire of thy r 
ther, and which is much more, be merciful, as out la- 
* Father, the God of Heaven, is merciful. 3 
cable to this Light of Nature, is that Light%z 
whit God out of his great good will to man, ha 
given us for revival and recovery of the other: | 
mean that of the Scriptures, concerning which l 
would have thee, my Son, obſerve theſe W 
particulars. 


Of the ser nes 


1. Be very converſant i in them, for beſides thi 
they contain the beſt directions for the — of 
thy actions, thou ſhalt find in them alſo the Tre# 
ſures of Life, al un God has been pleaſed ty 

communicate 
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. Of the Schiptares. 

ommunicate to mamconcerning his future Eſtate: 
In. both theſe particulars thou oughteſt — 
ſteem them. As to the firſt, If all that had been 

ritten by the Sages and Philoſcphers of any Nati- 
n, in any or all the Ages of humane life, if all Gloſ- 
es, Comments, Lectures, Sermons, polemical 
Piſcourſes, or other Treatiſes upon the Scriptures, 
ere wholly and irrecoverably loſt, thou dſt 
ot need to afflict thy (elf, but rather to be comfort- 
d in the eqſderation, that thy mind ſhall not now 

diſtracte the various opinions, impoſed Au- 
a 


norities, numerous contradictions of others, 


de ut come to this Fountain of. Knowledge, with a 


ure and unpoſſeſs'd heart, not biaſs'd or prejudi- 
ted, by the intereſt, wit, abilities, or fallacies of 
hers; and receive in, wholeſome and ſound pre- 
pts, agreeable to Original and unperverted Na- 
re, to the good pleaſure of the God of Nature, 
"gomfortable to thy own Soul, and beneficial to all the 
arts of the Creation. 
2. Though the whole and every part of the Bible 
to be of great eſteem and Authority with thee , 
et doth the Hiſtory of our Saviours life, the 
egiſters of his ſayings, and actions; and alſo of 
s Diſciples, and Apoſtles, with their particular 
ules and Directions, given to the ſeveral Churches 
en eſtabliſhed, theſe | ſay do contain more expreſs 
Wc ſcripts of Chriſtian Religion, and ſo more 
Early oblige thoſe who have enrol'd themſelves un. 
r the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and therefore (not 
glectiang the other) here thou oughteſt to he 
aſt converſant. | ef 
3. Read the Scriptures alwayes with. regard to 
e main end; viz. to better thy Knowledge, for 
G 3 improve 
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O the Scriptures. 
emprovement of thy life. Be not ambitious of the 
name of an able Diſputant, for the ardour of their | 
zeal, is commonly ipent upon their Antagoniſt. lt i 
dangerous to be too able that way, and the occaſion 
of dividing Chriſts Seamleſs Coat, into many pie. 
ces; If thy Brother will not be convinc'd by plan 
truth, the expreſs words of Scripture, thou ſhat 
never gain him: Intereſt and ſome near concernment 
Folds him faſt : Pity him and leave him: for why 3; 
ſhouldeſt thou perplex thy ſelf with . that live; 
by his opinions, ' and who (if elſe will 2 


ſerve ) muſt render thee by any falſe tuggeſtion 
odious to his Auditors; thereby to weaken the 
credit of what thou urgeſt, be it never ſo apparen 
and expreſly grounded upon Scriprure? His rep 
tation muſt be ſalv'd, for thereupon depends h 
livelibood, and thou ſhalt be but in the predic 
ment with thoſe who ſpoke againſt Diana and het 


ſhrines ;z gaining to thy ſelf the name of a turbulem 
fellow, ſeditious and not fit roliye. Be neither d 
them, nor engage imprudently againſt them: 2 
quire knowledg for thy ſelf, thy family, friends, 
and all ſuch as ſeek it for the bettering of their lives 
and leave the diſputativè part to thoſe different in 
tereſts, collateral and extrinſick to Chtiſtianity ,® 
dontenting thy ſelf with what is plain, | univerſalh?# 
allowed; which will be amply ſufficient to build thy 
hopes upon, and direct thee in the Tracts and 
Courſes of thy life. 2 Eg 
4 Side not with this or that Se& or Faction ing 
Religion, buc follow what the Scriptures clearly and 
plainly hold forth: Be neither Papiſt, Epiſcopilh 
nor presbyterian, nor Independent, nor Anabap 
tilt, nor Quaker, nor of any other particular appe 


+ 


| e 
|: 22 or God's If; 


IS Run —— —— of 
flock into diſtinct parties ?. Ir is not 
0 ee LL ay ITY: iſtianity, d 
of private perſons or may jallly be nam 
who are , by theſe diviſions, now 
= know ſo well how to improve them, arto live glo 
Triouſly and ſplendidly upon them: and a 
heat and zeal in the people, as high and impetuous, 
s if the ſtrife were about the very f and 
ealities of Religion. Peradventure thou maiſt find 
Wlomething in the Scriptures that t 2 by 
nport as much as this or that p 
en hold forth, and yet I ſee no TE 
— be af them, and chereupon divide 
I it be true, and expreſly in Scripture, thou 
b lioveſt it as thou art a Chriſtian ; let that be 
ſufficient : Probably that Sect that maintains it, has 
many other opinions, which the Scriptures are dark 
a; and hold not forth but in a wrelted ſenſe: By 
* ing of that arty thou intitleſt thy Tal to them 
ll, and art oblig'd To maine them. BY any. con. 
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ous; is in N current of the 
ptures, andi if any particular Text do ſeem to 
t. per wot caf credit thereunto: thou 
| thereof, or ſome 
may have been in the ranſlation or deri 
2 firſt delivery thereof : but certainly | 
3 in thoſe particulars, which are tbe 
main ſcope and driſt of that book, and which alſo a- 
gree with che current of other parts of l 7 
Many Opinions thou wilt find which have their foun- | 4 
dation ody upon one or two dark places of Scri- 
ꝓtures hard to be underſtood, and capable of ano. 
ther ſenſe than hat is impoſed : this 1 conceive | 
the moſt reaſonable and ſafe way; and therefor | 
commend it unto thee. | ; 
6. Inreading the Scriptures, uſe thine own un. 1 
gerſtanding, and take the whole ſenſe together, 6 
with a before, and comes aſter: for! 
Verſe taken alone may be hard to be andere, 
or bear a ſenſe different from what it doth roger 7 
with the context: for want of this many errors have © 
been broach d: as alſo by the gloſſes of Commenta- I 
tors; who firſt aſſume their opinions, and then in- 3 
eline the Scriptures all they can to the maintenance 
thereof. When thou mecteſt with any thin; = 
eult to be underſtood, ponder upon it well firſt with # 
thy own brain; and if thou canſt not ſo attain ro the # 
Atisfactory underſtanding thereof, becauſe it ma; 
be it depen upon ſome. uſage or cuſtome of the | 
Jews, | or other Nation, or for that it 1 | 
B not well rendred by the Tranſlators, ſearch the 
Anti ities of theſe times or places, examine the 
riginalif thou canſt, or conſult the opinions and 
cation of thoſe Antjors Who ure moſt 9 
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and eſpecially of ſuch as are maſt eſteemed. for. 
egrity, and leaſt obnoxious to ſelf-intereſt, or t! 
ervice of any party ; -yet ſo. conſider t is {aid 
dy them, as that thou mayeſt not be 2 

eir Authority or popular eſtimation, but ever uſe 
hy own underſtanding, and be judge for thy (elf 
f what thou readeſt, making always Truth and 


oY othing elſe, the end of thy ſearch, that as near as 
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bo ou canſt nothing may be entertain'd by thee, - bur 
bat is conſonant thereunto, and that by thus uſing 


iy parts, thou mayeſt be at all times able to give 
n account to others of what thou believeſt, as 
herewith to ſatisfie thy ſelf. 


> a one Fo 
: 8 Laſtly, Let me enjoyn thee never to ſpeak ſlight- 


or irreverently of the Scriptures: for tis the 


u that leads to the doubting of God and his 


tovidence: The moſt undeniable inſtances and 


monſtrations of both we have from thence : For 


Jough natural Religion afford us great demonſtra- 


T ons of the reality and neceſſity of a Divine Be- 


| E 3 and the continuance of the World in its juſt 
der implies that the ſame Tranſcendent Bein 
es cares in the regulation and preſervation 


hat he has made: yet would theſe natural impreſ- 


dns daily fade , and impair in us, were they not 
equently reviv'd by the inſtructions of good men 
d the frequent hearing and peruſal of the Holy 
riptures; And let it be ever ſpoken to the Ho- 
Prof that Divine Book, that all the good docu- 
—Wents therein contained, are but lively expreſſions 
hat God firſt wrote with his own finger in th 
able of our hearts. All theſe reluctancies 
udderings of Conſcience , theſe drawings. back 


» 


ad internal whiſpers againſt proceeding in 21 
| evi 
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| and 
i of hich God Allg 
er , and which he after exen 
Jin the Life of brit, and in the Rules wid 
afionally flow'd from him and his followers. T 
icipal Laws that any Countrey, or an) O 
of mack aye contriv'd for the | P s o A 
Life, 200 qv e of the p peace, W 
abundantly ſhort of what is in this Book contained 
and wherein any Laws of men are 8 2 by 
Rules of Scripture, there mayeſt thou ſafely c 
| E that they are not good, or for a good ei 
but in order to ſome unworthy and is u | 
which intimately examine, and the . 
ion 0 the Life and Do ; 
ſed Jeſus. Keep therefore, | 1 = 
Koo he tention he Heaven,; 
ve it a ways r and reverencey 
it before all the Writings in the Woti 
amine all laws, practices, and deſigns of menb 9 
it. Give no ear tothoſe looſe Spirits who . 93 
reverently and contetaptuouſly of it, and thou 
: a 20 Library burn, think not thy ſelf unf 
ry Tay Slong as thou retaineſt, oe canft x rchae 


Thur, my dear Son, hate 1 taken foine paimm 
: Va #6 to give all reverence, _ | 
Ged.and | 
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oy the Fear of God. 
eed to the more particular actions of thy Liſt. 
or though the Light of Nature and Scripture be a 
ale adzquate ro whatſoever may fall qut in th 
ife, and which if thou beeſt true to thy ſelf, 
furniſh thee with the knowledge of what is beſt in 
very occurrence; yet a Fathers Love cannot reſt 
ere, but muſt proceed to inſtructions more parti- 
Polar, referring eſpecially to what I conceive may 
ooſt probably fall out, either too hard — 
dofition, as wherein I obſerve men | to 
ail, or „* Ae + — men 2 over 
oo regardleſly and ſapinely, and yet — 
s are of great moment and high concernment © 
he felicity or infelicity of Humane Life: In doing 
hereof, I would have thee favour me ſo far as n 
lock for any exact method, ſhall not be ſollicitous 
Hout it, but ſet down things as they come in 'my 
Wind, or occaſion brings them in. In defect of a 
EMcthod, I may perhaps make thee a Table refer- 
ing ro the particulars z or if I do not, it will be no 
me loſt to make one for thy ſell. 


Of the Fear of God. 


1. Thou art often advis'd in Scripture to feat 
in 


zod, and it is ſaid to be the Beg 3 

ome : This is moſt excellent Counſel, for _— 

rs God, avoids whatſoever is Evil, and conſe- 

bdeently ever makes the beſt choice, which is the 

x vanifeſtation wr Wiſdome. Yet I would — 
acderſtand that this Fear ought to be inſepatuble 

om Love: Tis not ſuch a fear as we have of a 
Tyrant, whoſe yoak we would ever ſhake off; if 

we knew how; but ſuch a fear as a good Child __ 
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Of the Fear of God. 


of a very loving Father, and is indeed no other but 

| Loye varied in the expreſſion : He that loves God, 
and follows the Dictates of that Love, will do no- 
thing diſpleaſing to him: And what can Fear do 
more? Were Love in perfection, there would be 
no Fear; Fear is tlieretore from the imperfection | 
of Love: Hence St, John ſaith, 1 Ep. c. 4 v. 18. 
There is no Fear in Love, but perfect Love caſteth out 
Fear: becauſe Fear hath torment (or pain). He | 
that Feareth is not made perfect in Love. . 
Conſider likewiſe, that Fear is the fruit of Self- 
Love, which prompts us to avoid the ſin only to 
eſcape the puniſhment : not becauſe we deteſt ſin, 
or becauſe tis contrary to Gods command, bur that 
we may not endure the penalties which are the 
wages of it: Such a Fear as this the Devils them- 
ſelves have, it is therefore not to be the motive 
againſt Sinning to the Children of God. He that 
efrains from fin upon this account only, loſes 
ot. the love and deſire to ſin, and does therefore 
ſin in his Hcart: He would not continue to be 
innocent, if he could contract guilt without puniſh. 
ment. God will never be diſpleas'd with obedi- 
ence az it is an effect of Love, and queſtionleſs 
Joves them beſt who ſo obey him: Fear was put in 
becauſe of the perverſion of our Natures, and be- 
cauſe we ceaſt to be good, from the admiration of 
Gods Excellency, and Love to Goodneſs, it was 
_ therefore expedient that we ſhould-know that there 
were puniſhments which would certainly follow 

_ thoſe who broke his commands; and wonld not be 
reſtrain'd by Love. In the mean time take notice, 
my Son, that God: has moſt delight in uncompell'd 
Goodneſs, the ſweet bloomings and productions of 
| Love, 
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Love, and therefore re would bave all fear reſolve in- 


to this: where vertue is delight, and goodneſs 


the 
pleaſure of the Soul: where Obedience has no e | 


to Puniſhment, but flows from ide heart, as thi 
Sans rayes do from its own fou 1 aan Do 
not the beſt Parents eſteem thoſe chil moſt 


who love them trueſt, and whoſe obedience is au 

effect of that Love? and we reckon it ſomewhat a 
| ſign of a bad diſpoſition to he good only from fear 

of the Rod: Strive therefore, my Son, as the moſt: 


acceptable ſacrifice to God ever and truly to love 


him, to love his Commands, as pleaſant in them-* 


ſelves ; and therefore choſen by God to be his 
Commands: For be aſſured, that God has command-" 


ed nothing but what is good for them to whom he 


Ries it, and delightful too, were it not for te. 
uctancies begotten in us, either hy the perverſion” 
of nature, or the impediments which the depraved 
world put upon it. „„ . 


Of Reading, Meditating, and going to Church. | 


Though Reading of good Books, and going to 
Church, e lliconriia with wiſe and 8854 


wen, Medirarion with thy ſelf, be very good means! 


of acquiring and improving thy knowledge, yet; 
theſe things thou maſt not make thy end, ut the 


means rather for the better accompliſhm-ar of the 


end. The main end for which thou takeſt pains in! 
all theſe particulars, js to lead an honeſt and goa 
life, well pleaſing to God, juſt and regardful a; 
Neighbour and Thy-ſelf. Never 'therefore 80 
Church meerly for ſhew, nor take upon thee th 
ſemblance of that which men call Religion, — 
10 7 7 


*. makes it mem 
is the profeſſions of 
ſoever their ews of San- | 
of going to Church, and 
private exerciſe, yet wuſt not 
them true Chriſtians, unleſs the 
* their lives, not only in their avoiding | 
iſt noted vices, as Whoredome, Drunken- 
Profaneſs, :&c. but alſo in forbearing and 
ing the leſs noted, and more injurious crimes 
0 , extortion, covetouſneſs, hard and 
alt dealing; high, mindedneſs and overweening 
df. them erer, ſevere cenſuring of hard 
WALL ULIICLS 2 want of Charity and natural ion, 
hich are y more deſtructive to mankind, 
1 (nor in the kel to excuſe the 
2 to God: Whatſoever 


of publick or private duty 
9172 e t Weed mind; but 
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kad they tre ] 
ng to God : concerning ea Nane i 
hee: And firſt of Praying toGod,Conceive,t 
ought to be a ſerious and preti 


dn to his Divine Majeſty, for the 


1 8 1nuanc 
joy, or the ayerting ſome evi aha _—_— 
ere we are well to conſider. ho it is to whom we 


apply our ſelves, that the greateſt 
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. Avoid Tautc and vain Repetitiong, 
; Neſt roi Cation in Prayer, and diſre- 
ſpe F The Primitive 
; r in fixing their heart 
in 55 ire tayer, than in Prayer it 
85 and it is very conſiderable that we find 
eng them no Prayers of length, but on- 
25 „ ejacnlations, an the ſhort 
rm, that our Saviour himſelf hath ſet 


4 I ake heed, that thou never makeſt Prayer 
2 am; a work done ending in it 
| — a foemoy words ſpoken like a Parrot, 
tation, and the concurrence | 

8, but from the impulſe and urge 


Sch dootzing, but have thoſe j 
ag thonghts of Gp that ſince 


| thee ONES be will ET 


Father, bene Fr to hear, 

Ae y able to accompliſh whatſde ver his 
abedient Children ſhall requeſt of him: if there- 
K. we wy bn. 


pate it not to Gods unwillingneſs to hear, but 
do ſome great defect in our ſelves, for want 
ye gh our Prayers juſtly become . inef- 


85 likewiſe th 15 ſeems to den 1. 
a priviledge than a gracious, con. 
D that when mere in ſtraits and 
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L. difficultics; in terrort and diſquiets of mind, 
*. or bodily wants, or afitions , we have the 


freedom allowed us, yea and a fatherly invita- 
tion, to make our applications to God for 
relief. *Tis well pl indeed to God that 


thoſe who are good and their lives in a 
careful obedience to his Laws, do make their 
applications to his Majeſty in their diſtreſſes, 
but the profit redounds to ou? ſelves: and tis 
then God's ſpecial time to aſliſt his Children 
when they can find no othet way of relief. 


7. Laſtly, let the ground of thy in obtain- 


ing thy deſires be chiefly the $ and mer- 
cy of God, and his promiſe to hear thoſe'who 
pray in Faith and wow 2 But withal 
think not that th h d good life is not 
neceſſary for obtaining — ps A debauch- 
ed and lewd Son has little encouragement to 
that his Father ſhould give him what he 
deſires, whilſt he continues in the courſe of 
his lewdneſs. And though God be fall of mer. 
cy, taking delight in the exerciſe thereof, yet 
is it to the and penitent, not to the ob- 
ſtinate and contemptuous:otherwiſe we ſhould 
make him an encourager of what he declareg 
againſt, ir would alſo confirm men in their 
pl "ng 2 . the N 
ance in them, they have hopes to expect a ſyp- 
ply of new favours, when their ſins afford them 
eaſure to deſir® them : No my Son, This is 
not to makeGod like,but worſe than our ſelves, 
22 Heavenly bleſſing to vile uſes: Be 
ured that though God gives common bie- 
| ſings EG” -making his Sun _—_ 
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_ the 6 np ae adele to: The Prümthe 
were longer in fixing their heart, 
in fn poſtare for Fares: than in Prayer it 
and it is very conſiderable that we find 
among them no Prayers of len cngth, but on- 
-4 Mi ine ejaculations , the ſhort 
FO! that our Saviour himſelf hath ſet | 


Te heed, that thou never makeſt Prayer | 
”_ aum; 'a work done ending in it 
1 & a of words ſpoken like a Parrot, 
2 premeditation, and the concurrence 
ol the mind, but from the impulſe and urges 
cy of thy wants. 
xy not with doubting, but have thoſe j 
and i rr ſince 
N "Ns d thee to 2 ce rg 
+" [grant thy requeſts, if thou prayeſt as thou 
** that is, Not in forjual „ Not out of 
© courſe and cuſtome, not to be of men; 
5% 1 art the ſubmiſſive Son ai 
Se er, alwayes ready to bear, 
| infinitely able to accompliſh whatſoever his 
| obedient Children ſhall t of him: if there- 
- "fore we miſs of what we we wy in 
pate it not to Gods unwillingneſs to hear, but 
do ſome great defect in our ſelves, for want i 
:*whereof our Prayers juſtly become . incf- 


bs Comſaer likewiſe tht Prayer ſeems to be m. 
-* ther a priviledge than a duty a gracious, con- 
_ Eelfioato us, ar when er in ſtraits and 


difficulticy, 
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cations to God for 
d p indeed to God tha 
thoſe who are good and lead their ver in a 
careful obedience to his Laws, do make their 
applications to his Majeſty in their diſtreſſes, 
but the profit redounds to out ſelves : and tis 
then God's ſpecial time to uſſiſt his Children 
when they can find no othet way of relief. 
7. Laſtly, let the ground of thy in obtain- 
ing thy deſires be chiefly the $ and mer - 
cy of God, and his promiſe to hear thoſe who 
pray in Faith and way : But withal 
think not that thy, h good life is not 
neceſlary for obtaining thy Suit. A debanch- 
ed and lewd Son has little encouragement to 
that his Father ſhonld give him what he 
d whilſt he continues in the courſe of 
his lewdneſs. And though God be fall of mer- 
cy, taking delight in the exerciſe thereof, yet 
is it to the good and penitent, not to the ob- 
ſtinate and contemptuous:otherwiſe we ſhould 
make him an encourager of what he declares. 
againſt, it would alſo confirm men in their 
evil practices, if notwithſtanding the continu- 
ance in them, they have hopes to expect a ſyp- 
ply of new favours, when their ſins afford them 
eaſure to deſic them : No my Son, This is 
not tomakeGod like,but worſe than our ſelves, 
to proſtitute Heavenly bleſſing to vile uſes: Be 
aſſured that though God gives common bleſ- 
ſings . making his Sun _— 


time, we foſte 
towards our bro- 


| approach ron 

of Grace, and keep thy ſeif in his favou, 

who is able and willing to do for us abundant 

- | - Iymore than is in our hearts to deſire; bein? 

more ready to hear, than we are forward upot 

— grounds to make our applicatio 
0 , 


0 
Of Fraiſoig God, 


Mo the Second Duty of Praifiag God, . 
onght/to be excerdling ĩnſtant in i: Tix the & 2 


Litas had ed ee tees: for God harheas fy 
bountiful in the fi —— wants, that we 
ſhovld be much more frequent in Praiſing him, than 
in praying to him. Now the beſt kind of Praiſing: 
God conſiſts chieflyin — ng his abſolute 
power and Soveraignty over the Workd , as being 
the maker, — 5 "is pear the preſerver 
thereof: in admit in iſdom, and the excel- 
len —— 1 M „and Compaſſion to- 
0 and in the ormation our lives 
— to his will. Thus we and all Creatures 
ſhonld be alwayes praiſing God, letting our light {6 
ſhine forth unto men, that they may our 
Father which is in Heaven. And doubtleſs its 
Praiſe in the life, being ſeated in the heart, is much 
to be preferr'd, before what is formal and in cour = 
thou ſeemingly done with AY 
we conſider it for its conſtancy or ' 
— and his followers praiſe” God, in 
letting man ſee , that they denyed and * 
all the ſpecious ranities of the World, Wealth, Ho- 
nour, Power and Preeminence, preferring God's 
favour before that of Princes , and enduring all 
that the World counts calamitous, in of en. 
joying kis preſence, and a cohabitation Angels 
nal Heavens. The mercies we 7 
— e daily and hourly, ſuch and ſo frequent ou 
to be the a p of our hearts. To praife 
ſhew, and at ſet times, and to deny him in the 
Y actions of our lives, cannot but be an abomins- 
tion to God, a Sacrifice his Soul can take no delight 
in: And therefore my So n whenſoever you make 
any applications er gg to give him thanks for 
eg received, e z ge wi a ions rc 
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EIT: occaſion 'for 2 
eonſtant 1 


of the Word Sacy ament. 


| the upper of our 
Serene. A term you wil 


on, e eee mage fre men 
- froma holy mind: ſo it was uſed by rich alerts Þ 
Sl a it in alſo taken 


ee erentg and injuriouſ] called. 
| kacter ſenſe tis a 115 term, artificially deviſed 


fa ei apr dle kn ſenſes is ĩt prope? applicable 
to R_— and the Lords e 


Oath given or taken in either ht . 
Myſteries to be but inſtitu 
th r= waar das) behoof of 


Zo be 
Look 


ee word: coacerning 


css, 


TX 


ples of ar 


now to ſpeak of the two Sacraments of | 


j for their * ee er 


there is no 


upon thoſe inſtitutions as they are 20 
OP race, they are clonded by 15 * 


and Ma 
very learned odere 


as aw rr rr 


| He mentions alſo ane great miſchief more which 
i has been the occaſion of, and chat is the introduce- 
ing of numerous controverſies and contentions in 
the Church; by means whereof the minds of men 
have been taken up about nice and mat- 
ters, and the bond of Brotherly love 
= us come therefore to the thi —_— | 
| and leave out this improper — whit 
indeed makes them arcane, ſecret myſteries, which 
our Saviour when he inſtituted them , — 
as the moſt eaſy and intelligible matters, which in 
the whole affairs of Humane Life could be pitch d 


Of Crremonsous Inſtetntions. 
| The heart oſ man as it hath heen long corrupt» 
ed, „ ſolid acts 
of Religion, which conſiſts in a juſt and holy life, 
and to fatisfie it ſelf in the ice of external Rites 
and Ceremonies: Which the Prieſts in all ages and 
Countries obſerving, and concluding that more: of 
— and - profit likewiſe —— 
to de gotten, by inventing and encouragin 
in the exerciſe of theſe — acts of — * de- 
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agreeable to the inſtitution, that ſubmiſſion to this 


ordinance ſhould be a ſpontaneous act, not done at 
1 but upon our own deſire and 


This is proper as it is an act of Religion, which 
ſhould be voluntary, bein diſtinguiſhing cha- 
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been made about God-fathers and God-morhers : 

Which being ſome hundreds of years introduc d af- 


ter the Inſtitution, invalidates Baptiſm, as. 
needing forits maintenance ſuch a help as was not at 
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it, nor have any regard to the education 
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|  Oppreſſing the Conſcientious. . 
But allowing that the Golden Rule of onr Saviour,. 
and what is alſo aſſented to by thoſe whoſe light is 
that of Nature, ſhould be the ſquare of our juſtice, 
wz. to do. unto others as we wonld be done unto 
our ſelves: Can there be a. greater act of injuſtice ] 
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der the nature of Religion, which is Spiritual, 
the propagation of which, force and o 
is a very . Medium: Thoſe torments that 
excruciate the body, work not upon the mind, be- 
ger no voluntary aſſent, which Re requires, 

t at the moſt, a diſſembled one, for fear-of the 


| puniſhment : It may make men feign to believe that 


which they do not believe, but never plants true 
faith in the heart, or eradicates any error. 
Religion or Belief is never acceptable to God, 
which is extorted by threats, or 1 fear: 
It begets Hypocrites, and diſſemblers in Religion, 


the worſt ſort of men; becauſe it makes them equal- 
beter te the ſame reaſons, to entertain any 
fort of Religion, and conſequently in time, to have 

to all: Which is in effect to deface 
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waſt believe as the Church believes. opinions 
vf Magiſtrat: an Syocds have differed even to con- 


and conſequently men muſt, in different 
4 8 to * eb conform to 
d contrary en if that opinion be 
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Church of Nn. 4. It takes away from man the 
free uſe of his teaſon, for either he muſt ſo uſe it, 
re and conform to what i is eſtabliſhed, or 
There has yet been ſhewn 

| it from Scripture, and it 
A that it cannot be evidenced, 
i en conclude a neceſſity of obe. 
tfoeyer power and perſons are upper- 
their « of never ſo great contrarie- 
the: Sacred Word. 'Theſe' reaſons 1 have ſet 
i ery that my opinion, in this par- 
Whol, up withour due conſideration, 
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they do, until further conviction appear. If there- 
fore my belief is not in my own power, how can I in- 
tryſt it co the management of another? 
3. Our Saviour though he had all wiſdom, . and 
know he was the Fountain of 3 
and that nothing could flow from him, but what 
was truth it ſell; And alſo his fallowers though 
they were enli a it of God, which 
Ted them into all Truth; yet they dealt with * 
kind men, N no conformity, but 
an conviction of the mind: 1 E 1 
Niolence, no tears, or puniſhments: and where 
They expreſt themſelves bitter againlt gainſayers, or 
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ſhews of external performances, which are in 

bor as the ticking of — rage the we 

tier matters of true juſtice and integrity 2 1 
lected: If thy mind be well ſeaſoned with true 

boneſt principles, enlivened with the — 

and thy neighbour, thou wilt eaſily find out, diſtin- 
iſh, Jod — 5 theſe 128 ho 
of Vertue as a worldly 
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recover w e 
and the diſregards of the refer Bled Maker 
was one of the chief buſineſſes of our bleſſed r. 
well what 1 have ſaid in this particular, and 
lider well,” that though riches wgl got, d 2 
an bog mind, are convenient for our. bet- 

ter paſſing this troubleſome World; yet ati 

otherwiſe, is an indiſcernable canker, eating 
fibly into an eſtate, the juſtice of God having io. or- 
dered it, to deter men from avarice and A 
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are not now aſhamed to lay Iruth goes a Ing: 
That the juſt. man's a fool, ad knows not 
howto grow rich: Let it be ſo thought my Son, 
prefer it however, and thou ſhalt find ſomething 
Iweeter within thee, than the delight of riches, 
more certain here, and a bleſſed earneſt, of that 
Which is better hereafrer : Though I judge that it 
would be no difficult thing to prove that a prudent 
may, manifeſting ſincerity in all his dealings, is at 
the long run in a fairer road of acquiring riches than 
he that uſes craft or ſubtle f; I for the obtaining 


For 1. Nothing invites more than juſt dealing, 

Mnot only the juſt, whoſe cuſtome will be certain. 
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not be believed, men having vainly aſſumed the 4 
eus of it to gain a name, that they may the more 
freely deceive: ut when time and experience mani 

ſeſts, that they hate alt circumventing policies, may 
be credited and rclycd upon in what they ſay and 
promiſe : Both the implamed love of Truth, which 

though weakened is yet in the Conſcience of every 
man, with the prefit, content, and ſatisfaction e- 
very man canmiot chuſe but take in ſuch dealing, 
mult of neceſſity invite numerovs Chapmen, the on- 
j means of acquiring riches. Whercas a man whb 
in making his dargain, ſpeaks falſly, and by little 
arts deligas to over-rcach, and to lay foundations of 
future adyantage, mult in time as their circumyen- 
tions appear, be warily avoided, or dealt with on- 
ly out of neceſſity, which laſt no longer than that 
neceſſity compels. However, be the matter in this 
particular as it will, let the love to Truth be thy 
chief motive, and in that thou wilt ſtand right to 
God, thy Neighbour, and thy own Soul: and then 
thou ſhalt tind that there are other recompences, and 
rewards, as far beyond riches, as vertue is 

vice, or the joyes f Heaven, above thoſe which are 
warldly and icnſual. 


Of Wiſdom. 


la the Government of our ſelves here, there is 

nothing ſo neceſſary as the guidance of Wiſdom ; 
l mean not the crafrs of the World, or the policies | 

of artificial men: thoſe l would have thee, my Son, 

yaderſtand, not to uſe them, but to know how 

| ly, and ſecurely to avoid them. Remember 
Wiſdom ( which wy deſeryes that name) 
13 


an 4 * 
S N * 2 a 9 
T WWW 
\ oo" WWW 1 F 5 
by ” 8 n I 
4 2 2 3 


I a alwayes joyned with goodneſs and vertue: Take | 
e 
1ociated, th it may be c cxaft, policy, 
wit, all which have their eſteem in his — 
ſtare of the World; yet Wiſdom it is not, 
which is ever agreeable to the rules of right reaſon, 
conſdnant to the life and principles of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour: and is properly defined to be, the knowledg 
hom to demean our ſelves in the. beſt manner in 
- the occaſions, and occurrences of humane 
> Art | | mY 
Now Wiſdom thus defined is acquireable, by 
theſe helps. | 1. By the inſtructions and examples 
of. prudent Parents. 2. By reading the Books of 
wiſe men, and principally the Scriptures, which 
as they ate intended to make us wiſe to Salvation, 
ſo ave they very effectual to ſecure us againſt all the 
aſlkulrs of temptation, aud to ſteer us right upon 
all occaſions, 3. By converting with thoſe, who 
by long experience, and true Concluſions drawn 
rherenpon, have attained a high'-meature of pru- 
gence; and are able to adviſethe beſt and ſecureſt 
wayeß in all accidents and variations of life. 4. 
wy meditating frequently and ſeriovſly with our 
ves. 


As to the Firſt of theſe, the inſtruction and good 
example of prudent Parents: 1 know it is the du- 
ty of all for their childrens ſakes, as well as their 
ownto be ſuch: the defects in this particular are, 
a radical cauſe of the Worlds depravation; I know 
it is a much more difficult matter for Children who 
haye got ſach Parents, 10 gain any proportionable 
meaſure of prudence, the attaining thereof being 
uncertain where there are ſuch: I 'thii Oy 
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| attainment: of Wiſdom: I conceive Ct 
ſandneſs and regard to themſelves in Parents, Wen 
they love their Children imprudently, that ispwiiva 
theiraffeion is not directed -thiefly. to the mn 
them Good and Wiſe: This ſhould be the pra 
end. wealth but ſecondary. 1 7 12.399 
hat in order to this, they ought to be very 
careful, that they indulge them in nothing that mg 
any wayes croſs thoſe ends. Neither out of con. 
pliance with the Worlds the fulfilling their on 
— the 1 their . — 
examples; improvidence and igence in 
theic duties 3 omiſſion of taking times and ſeaſons 
able adrancagesto inſtruct and reform them; mo- 
roſeneſs, and keeping an imperious diſtance, out of 
an il uſe made of their Paternal authority and prero- 
gative ;. looſing thereby the fair occaſions of pre. 
ſerving and reclaiming them, which decent and 
prudent familiarity would daily afford tem. 
This as to Parents, which may concern thee, 'if 
ever it pleaſes God to bleſs thee with Childrea 
la the mean time, let it not be grievous to the 
dat rather a pleaſure, to give ah attentive ear, and to 
lay up in thy mind the advices and inſtructions of 
thy: Parents : Conſider, That what they adviſe is 
1 near as they can, for your good; that it of 
om their ion, even when they rebuke er 
wrre& z that it is grievous even to them to liave 
ccaſion to do it, and taken up out of necetiny; 
EF Fl 


8 
. 


+ 4 to communicate to the Word in 
ne ing ro us the excellency of Wiſdom, and 
— wading youth that it is chiefly to be gained, by 
giving heedful attention to the counſels of parents; 
at beſides the profit ariſes fiom it, a bleſſin 

| acc trends it from God Almighty, who is . 

Pleaſed, when we guide our ſelves according to the 
courſe and order which in his infinite Wiidom he 
has planted i in the World. This is what 1 he 
50 to mention to thee, in order to the cſt 
* acquiring Wiſdom. The giving heed to 


| | | | I 
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meekneſs, y 
— the alteration, which is * 
{eat with that honour which is doe from n 
to chem, and which God cominands thee” up 
co render unto them; '** 
2. Means of acquiring Wiſdom, is 
Scriptures, and the writings of ile and 
Fiſt tne Scriptures, for they are pure, oe 
confided in: The writings of the wiſeſt extant, hays 
many things in them,dubious, perplext, opinionszive, 
impertinent, and ic may be falſe, and therefore #t+ 
to be read with a wary and watchful underſtanding: 
as alſo' an examining j: leſt othetwite 
. = aer imperfect th 
erroneous s: which impreſt in young 4 
tender age, will ot witdoor great rolls, an 
tention of wind be mans rp ate Wheress in 
ing che Scriptures, ( though ſerious 
thereupon-is not to be excluded ) yet werke 
with great aſſurance and confidence rely up | 
truthof what is there wrieten,and build CG it 22 


. Chiefly read che Scriptures, 
more comprehenſive rhan all Tee books: 


— ern: 0 | 


; Them 


David 5 and Solomon: 


againſt Kings, Prixſts; 
the commands of God: 


ee 


en es (as fat as human frailty 
n ;woſt. pattern, and rule 
g ey Preceptd, and doctrines, of 
ever hieſled Jeſus, his Apoſtles, and 
d whatſoever is neceſſaty for 
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in tho 


Earn wn 


4 * 2 4 


a = anon See of 
i 3 not e 
eitel 


moment, thou ſhalt there 
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heave ſaid, wich many allowances and cantions': the 
moſt of hat is written being : mixt and much en- 
cumbred : Men regarding not ſolely, (as they ought) 
the doing good to mankind, but conſulting their 
owa ſame: and have therefore come abtoad with 
too much flouriſh and clequence, and the Authors 
deen too ſolicitous about method, collections from 
other men, regards to the humour of the times, and 
flattery of the Great: and have therefore writ not 
preciſely what is truth, and good, but what will paſs; 
and at leaſt not diſpleaſe. Others though they 
have by long experience, gained many excellent 
rules of Wiſdom, yet being fraught with the knows 
ledg.of common and frivolous matters, and with 
many falie opinions in their youth acquired, or from 
ignorant and imprudent Tutors derived, retain 
ſtrong a tincture thereof. that their writings are 


tinted therewith; and much pains is to be taken, 


and Wiſdom to be uſed, in gathering the little corn 
from the heaps of chaff, and to paſs oyer theſe er. 
roneous infantile apprehenſions, which they 'with 
the lame Spirit and paſſion communicate, a 
they do the moſt received and vndeniable ve- 
. The third means of attaining Wiſdom, is fre- 
— converſe with wiſe and experienced Men: 
Mhe mind of man is by nothing ſo certainly formed, 
as by converſation: This alters the very natural 
diſpoſitions of men, ſometimes for the better, and 
ſometimes for the worſe: and we find that men 
are faſhioned both in their Religion, and in their 
Manners, according to what is received in- the 
plass of their nativity or education, and modified 
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the particular humors, bents, and inclinatians 
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of their Matters, Governours,” or Tutors: Asthit 


| in matters of opinion, ſo is ĩt much more 
in the 


moratities ot men, and in the prudent or ir- 
chnduct of their lives: If God vouchſaſes 


— wogs with thee, I ſhall take the vemoſt 


eure i can to caution thee bout the tempers of men; 


and to give thee the charatters of whom ] eſteem the 


beſt, and let me ſay that in my life | have met ſome 
few of them, with whom { would have thee princi- 
N and from whom I ſhall hope, thou 

learn nothing but what is agreeable to 


unchangeable rules of true Wiſdom and Ho- 


95 * often inculcated to thee, that Wiſdom is 
an inſeparable of goodneſs, and that therefore you 


are to diſtinguiſh between crafty or politick men, 


and the wiſe : be exceeding wary in this point, for 
2 the ſul tle are of all mankind the moſt per- 


nicious ſort: Becauſe to them are juſtly attributable - 


all the evils, and vexatious ꝓerplexities of the 
world: and not only fo, but being no way bound- 
ed, by a ſenſe of their obligations to God or love 
to goodneſs, they are at freedom daily to invent 
new 
ter the peaceable lives of the innocent, and eſta- 
:bliſh power and force, in the place of juſtice and in- 


nocence. I would much rather have thee a natural 


Fool than one of theſe, for ſuch; have a fair ex: 
ruſe from the irremediable imperſections of their 
bodies and minds: 


nem, not for the ſecuring of themſelves, or pro- 
ing the innocent, bur adviſedly to diſtradt the 


gain, 


5 2 1 I 
e 
e 
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ſtratagems, and contrivances further to imbit - 


Whereas theſe having great 
knowledge, and great ability of mind, make uſe of 


gain, or "the _ of =" deſpicable as 
vancement. 


hen thou haſt either by my afliſtance or 
own care, ac an acquamtance with ſome 
moa, be ind us to improve the ſame, which is 
no'ocherwiſe to de done, but by perſiſting in the 
tract of goodneſs; ' for to the truly wiſe, there can 
be no greater diſobli igation, or motive to eſtrange 
ment than deſertion of honeſt principles and pra- 
ice : And though, after the manner of the 
Apoſtle, their Souls may be grieved at ſuch à de- 
ſertion, and they moved to uſe all means of reclaim» 
our; yet where great ſlips have been, the former 
confidence will be tomerhing weakened, and there- 
fore let no advantage or paſſion prompt thee” to 
flacken thy mind, from perliſting reſointely | in the 
of vertue. 
benefits which are gained by ſuch a converſe 
are many. As 1. Improvement of the beſt knows 
edge, which is of thy ſeif and of the World! 
Here thou wilt be ever learning, that which ig 
truly ble, which will inſenſchly unite itſelf 
with thy mind, and in ſhort time enable thee to be 
à teacher of others: for in truth thou wilt find that 
the wayes of Wiſdom are eaſier: learned, than 
the intricate mazes of folly, that is to ſay, * | 
tineſs and vice. | 
= 2. — wilt — w for the man 
of thy ſupport and honeſt intereſt: for no 
whatſoever are ſo able, ſo faichful, 
aſſiſtance, not only in —— 
tel, but in — —— wayes that 
hopefully any perplexity, or in 
accompliſumeat of any good and laudable: desen 


ment: 


4 £3 


ment It is thierefors the folly for a m 
to ſtand upon his own ſingle baſis, and not to unit 
binſetf with ſuch as are in a capacity ſo to alt, 
ſcacco needing ſo much as being deſired therein. 
3. By this means — owns ers re 
- Fer men as they are indeed very much what their So 
ciety makes them, ſo have they an anſwerable eſteem 
inthe World: Now that this is the beſt, appears 
\ —— — — gray preg neo — tread 
vanity 3 who not only inwardly con- 
dema themſelves and their aſſociates, whoſe 
they nainted withal, but oftentimes 
van outward , and unfeigned reſpect to ſuch 


— knowaprutent and good, unleſs in 
me <alre: where _ is concerned, or ſhame 


4 lt is ho ſinal benefit, that by daily converſa 
em withthe wiſe; thou avwideſt the vain improvi- 

dence of the ! fooliſh or-vicions, and thy diirepu- 
titiom is thereby acquired: Conſider of theſe things, 
and;.timely with due deliberation make a good 
thoice,-: that thou mayeſt be ſeaſoned, grow, and 
ihprore in the waycs of Wiſdom j che richeſt 
Jewel of the mind, ind a —_— beam from the Son 
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Father ofri 
The laſt means of arb Wiſdom, is, 85 
quent meditation with thy ſe e without this the 
raſt mill ben with 


w eſſectual: 


thy 
een Sariptures; — 

— — of thy time 
eee loſt: aur atleaſt 
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which either thou dt aweſt obt of others, or o 
draws out of thy ſelf and as in the e e df ig» 
ny uſeful art, the beſt way of 2 after thou 
haſt gained the\firſt rodiments, from reading or 
converſe is retiring into thy ſelf, and there exexci- 
ſing thy own faculties thereupon; S0 in the attaj 
ment of found knowledg, and . 1 
arp neceſſary Aeg "I 
therefore 2 . tent rin 
e difficolt emergei . 
2c certain times of the weck or day, and aflure*th 
ſelf that thou ſhalt reap a pleaſing aid ple 
ful Crop of the beſt kind of N 
conceive that what we . * ſubtlety, 
and policy , rhetorical in erin derſwa- 
ons, ee b or (he Ws 
dons 'of vhis World,: and 


laltal State, 2555 10 85 
chow-canſt. wor! biuy-'at tod 
$1 is the moſt precious ty , 


of the Chief Good. 


\ 


Queſtion of the Chief Good, is with us 
ang out of Queſtion, it being the leading of 
and Good. life ere, and injoyment of the 
- of God, audrhe Society of the 


| Of Ren, 


Of Fortinhde. 


| There are very few caſes in which the aftive ber 
of Foxcicude is r@be i ed. "Tis Scr 


of the mind to de moved upon every ſlighr 
or the provocations of imprudent men: give no ju 
cauſe to others, by any injurious word or deed, 
then if their paſſions be cauſl-ſly incited, a ſoft 8 
| * tle demeanour will turn wrath into calmneſs, 
the height of paſlion into moderation. The 
true cauſes of Valour, are the neceſſitated defence 
of ones ſelf, Wife, Children, Eſtate, in caſe of 
violence and: aſſault; or of ones Countrey, in caſe bf 
Invaſion, or tyrannical oppreſſion : *Tis uſeful and 
neceſſary againſt Baſeneſs, Crafes, Deceits, Hy- 
pocrifie, Vice, but — to be warily manag 
that it may convert, or ſhame and detect the fa 
and do no certain injury to our ſelyes: above all it 
＋ to be ready againſt deceitful impoſitions upon 
heaps where a man may hopefully prevent 2 
and do his Cooney ſervice; la all theſe 
caſes to be timerous and -mouth'd, is a fauſt 
when be id, . = 
when he thou 4 ar 
him: For over without 23 
or notice, 2 5 — a 
permiſſion a a 
thou mighreſt have prevented 22 | 
thac, it ſeems to be —— incouragement, ether th 
fort of men when they find no pertinent 
bold, and ent in their pract — glory- 
gin their baſe ſubtleties, becauſe ſucoeſi ; 
mea {tood upon their guards, and would be 225 


atial 1 5 x jzt9 be added, 
eſti y cruel as powerful A which ar the 
ins by appolitian that is not effectually 
ed: No man is required to thruſt his head into 
a ot 7 Te ſtrength —_—_— 1 
3 ured thou canſt not do Jon 
„ c miſchief, Fan oy: Unie AE. im. 

dently, to expoſe thy ſelf and others to inevi- 


1 ieee e pac 
On, but v 9 wy allows and invites you; be 


lible pretences of os men, to actions ille+ 
| Lacy eee er as pretended. for common 
d, but concealed. ends of their own: for tho 
Baxar wil be gre, the publick good uncertain, al- 
though they ſucceed: in their enterprize: nothing 
zht..to, engage Jou but where the deſtruction of 
yerninen Religi ion is apparent, and the 


 engaz ment almoſt malt vniverlal: where theſe are not, 
T il, and quiet ſuffer what you cannot prudently 
vid: and though this paſſive Fortitude, may be 
t 1 175 — and it may 
ardiz Laer 0 than to 


A #4 


—. 


1 2 

„ * 
* 
0 1 * 
75 

* SE: - 15 7 

5 El. 

7 p » 

54+ ” 


lane nm %.. ao — of gre 


heedleſly hurried on, with the 
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to one 60 their ſide: Ponder e 
yon can haye af the fidelity of 
pions you —— and Laſtly; . 
ience of the ignorance, and inf ab K 
3 peo = that though you intend but 
what is good —— (hall if any evil comes 
to you, make a Holyday at your mis fortune: 
2 whole, you will find it the belt way as the world 
deviated, to follow your own private buſi- 
— to enjoy your ſelf as well as you can in the di- 
ligent attendance upon your own calling: and 
make your felf comfortable to your Wife and 
Children, and. Family: This advice though many 
will not allow, yet you have my opini opinioh- and ap- 
robat ion of it; which 1 think ought to bear great 
ay with yon: And although youthful heats judge 
otherwiſe, yet. in time you will come to your O u- 
vam! and ſay I wiſh withal my heart I had followed 
my Fathers advice: Wiſdom dear bought is the fogls 
purchace, but happier is he that attains it without 
the need of repentance, or the ſmart of ſaf. 
ſerance. 

It will be eaſi ly aſſented to, that what evils. we 
cannot with Wiſdom prevent, we are with patience 
to indure: Soirt is ig reſpect of Poyerty, Sickneſs, 
pain, imminent Death, diſcontent of Mind, loſs of 
Liberty, loſs of Friends, an and many other things 
which uſe to be grievous to man: In * caſes a 
Chriſtian man has theſe ſupports. 1. That it js 
the condition of haman life,to which = when born 
was-unavoidably expoſed, 2. This life as it is 
— to — 4 — evils, — wn . — a mot 

ppy one is ex 3. For tx. 
* entitul Countrey, tis more in dune 
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an iv reality For did we in our exigence reduce 
our minds , and the inordinate deſires thereof, 
to the being content with Bread, Cheeſe, Milk, 
Roots, Fruits, Spring-Water, and Salt, which is 
& condiment to them, with many other eaſily acquire- 
able meats, whichare no where wenting; and if they 
were, how could want reach us, and our bodies be 
thereby pind ( which is a caſe here ſcarcely imagin- 
able; ) what would all this amount to, but a paſ- 


- ſing out of this vale of miſery, ſome few years, and 
it as (hd was dayes beſore we ſhould ctherwiſe have 
done 


where otherwiſe it may be riot, luxurious 
feeding, and ſome ſmart diſeaſe thereby occaſioned, 
had to our greater obloquy and diſquiet wrovyht the 
ſame effect upon us. 5 
In one reſpect we are much beholding to poverty: 
becauſe it prompts us, by being but meanly furniſh- 
ed with the good things of this World, to exped 


I happineſs in a better, and in order to that ( weap- 


our thonghts from the contemplation of thoſe 


felicities here which other men enjoy) fixes our 


thoughts pon God and his Goodneſs, rhe joyes of 
Heaven, the perpetuity of bliſs, the-telicity of the 
Saints communion z which meditations yield greater 
content of mind, . than any worldly enjoyments can 
afford: and beſides that, fixing our thoughts upon 
the end, it makes us more careful in leading a good 


aud honeſt life, which we krow God requires in or- 
der therennto. * 


What matters it, though as Solomon ſayes, Prov. 
Vie 20. The poor is hated even of bus own Neighbour : 
Yis bur of his weak and incoaſiderate neighbour » 
his ignorant and fantaſtical neighbour, who knows 


Ro worth but wealth: Whereas the good and vertu- 
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'flly id poreny: 
When it! . its f hy : Henvealy 6 
ute being ſtored up there, our. 
bethere, and then how little ſhall we 2 
ing the trivial things of this World ? Whereas 
wpeaarid contents ren our 8 
eceſficity fan flat, as riches are wi Ty 
tiveto'aright frame of Spirit in G 
thic Gocſhag plac't it in our powers to . K. 
nd it 16 not in the power of Ty 
fn, Violence, or any caſualty to t: e it 
W. 
perad venture, It would be no difficult task to 
rove, that poyerty or a mean condition is ** 2 
"riches, not with the flouriſh of words, 
deniable realities : Suppoting the mean man to aye 
health, ſtrength of body, induſtry, and an ho 
: for without theſe no condition is 
'Conlider only in brief, that this condition y 
kim dayly gh bord with ſome little oyerplus ; 
t his f bobnded with his er, that 
but an aſſiſtance to Ne 
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follows tr and undiſturbed: He is paſt fear of 
want, and without deſire of acquiring riches : theſe 
particulars conſidered, and compared with the ny- 
merous 1 croſſes, temptations, which a 
great eſtate is lyable to, and daily diſtracted with. 
al, will make it very evident, that poverty is not 
ſo contemptible as it is eſteemed, and that a ſmall 
oportion of fortitude may well enable us to un- 
derte what through miſtake and inconſideration, 
ſeems to be ſo great an evil. 
_ © 4. For the bearing of ſickneſs and pain, conſider, 
that patience enables thee to bear them beſt, it keeps 
thy ay 1 in better temper,it moderates thoſe Spirits 
in thy blood, which impatience would heighten to 
6 great degree of ſharpneſs, and conſequently would 
' render both the one and the other more intenſe and 
intolerable:therefore ifeaſe be thy end, bear thy pain 
and ſickneſs with compoſed meekneſs: as the beſt 
way to attain that end Epicurus his argument is, 
that if pains be of long” continuance they are toler- 
able; if very accute they are but ſhort, and often 
intermitting. 
J . For loſs af Friends: This touches 1 confels 
nearly, and requires my Son, all thy vertuous 
ſtrengeh 
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has given, in the aſſiſtance and ſupports it may be 2 
you have metually afforded , and in all other acts of 
real and generous friendſhip: above all yon have the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God, Mans chiefeſt Friend 
to contemplate upon, and to ſupply che vacan- 
cy of theſe rheSociety of thy loſt Friends uſe to 
take up:which is a ſupplement abundantly ſufficient. : 
& As to the minds diſcontent, there are many 
arguments to ſtrengrhen the mind ' againſt it, but 
the principal are two. The Fi deduced 
8 
„ which in a compenſation againſt any | 
mind is lyable to: As to the Firſt it is to be conſider- 
ed, that there is no real evil to the mind, but what 
it makes ſo to it ſelſ: For could the mind be forti- 


underſtanding, and the weakneſs of falſe opinion 
which gives a ſting and aſperity to thoſe things we. 
call evil, which indeed only are ſo, - 


follows ſound and undiſturbed :. He is. paſt fear of 
want, and without deſire of acquiring riches : theſe 
| particulars conſidered, and compared with the ny- 
merous perplexities, croſſes, temptations, which a 
great eſtate is lyable to, and daily diſtracted with. 
al, will make it very evident, that poverty is not 
ſo contemptible as it is eſteemed, and that a ſmall 
proportion of fortitude may well enable us to un- 
ergy what through miſtake and inconſideration, 
ſeems to be ſo great an evil. 
_ ".4- For the bearing of ſickneſs and pain, conſider, 
that patience enables thee to bear them beſt, it keeps 
thy 0 in better temper, it moderates thoſe Spirits 
in thy blood, which impatience would heighten to 
a great degree of ſharpneſs, and conſequently would 
"render both the one and the other more intenſe and 
intolerable:therefore if eaſe be thy end, bear thy pain 
and ſickneſs with compoſed meekneſs: as the beſt 
way to attain that end Epicurus his argument is, 
that if pains be of long continuance they are toler- 
able; if yery accnte they are but ſhort, and often 
intermitting. | | 
5. For loſs gf Friends: This touches 1 confels 
nearly, and requires my Son, all thy vertuous 
ſtrength to enable thee to bear ſo cutting an evil,ſup- 
poſing them to be true Friends, fitly qualified; thou 
needeſt not however deſpair, time may make up 
that want with the ſupply of others, as true, firm, 
and well tempered:However thou haſt thy ſelf to en- 
joy, not in the ſenſuality of pleaſure, but in the ſneet 
' meditations of thy mind, thou haſt the remembrance 
Fix loſtFriends which ſhould be pleaſing to thee in 
lleftion of allthe ſweet diſcourſes, 
ſes you have had together, in the godd Counſels he 
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las gi in the aliance . ſupports it may be 
| ave motually afforded ;/ and in all other acts of 
real and generous friendſhip-:. aboveall yon have the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God, Mans chiefeſt Friend 
to contemplate upon, and to abe. the vacan- 

cy of theſe hours theSociety of thy — 60 to 
take up: which is a ſupplement abundantly ſuffici 


em. 
6 As to the minds diſcontent, there are 1 
arguments to ſtrengthen the mind / againſt it, but 
the principal are two. The Fi deduced 
from the thing ir ſelf : : The other Chriſtian 
„which is a compenſarion againſt any evil the 
mind is lyable to: As to the Firſt it is to be conſider- 
ed, that there is no real evil to the mind, but what 
it mabes ſo to it ſelſ: Fot cold the mind. be forti- 
fed before hand with the Principles of ſound Rea - 
ſog, whatſoever can happen to us from without, 
though at the firſt ſurprize, it might a little ſtartle 
and diſcompoſe us, yet ſhould we, fo > 
ſoon recover our juſt temper, and repel 
any adyerſe occaſion may raiſe againſt us: It is "wif 
underſtanding, and the / weakneſs of falſe opinion 
which gives a ſting and aſperity to thoſe things we. 
call evil, which indeed only are ſo, becauſe we ſuf- 
fer them to be ſo: and ſo Epicuus fully renders: it 
in his excellent Axiome, when he ſayes, That diſcoment 
= ben Nature, but ap meer 
'E ogy | 
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Fang one: Kann be worth: Feogol. and jokes yt 

by no this trouble hm f Such and a 

b portion does 1o0dol. bear to the joyes of 

or elſe our belief of Gods ſacred word haz 
or validity in it: if then we have aſſu- 

e dee let us not be exed at 
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the error and weakneſs of our miſcon- 
of ſuch things too we cannot truly cal 
our own, Dat e liable to a thouſand accidenrs that 

hemtvo ts 'of them: It is indeed our pride 
them areal loſs, for had we the prudence to 
reduce our. ininds't0a 0 ce with our condi- 


more cogent argument 
ipture was grven'to beget 


| Thagrattlimpediment to this fortitude 'is when 
cor pj, (which is a real evil) or the other 


falſe conceit are occaſioned and 
—— — Gs 3 tlirovgh our own error or 
An chis caſe alſo the re. 


reer n tt . o© «© ww wy }_ _} wm mw. ons oc © moo = a: & wr ov ww a a oe as 


n a7; - 
4 wag 3 25 


Of Fortitade. 192 
 Loſkgf liberty. ſeems at the firſt riew.toben.gres 
a inſa le evil, agaiaſt nature and the prin 
ledgof all otherCreatures,upon ſome of whom, 
ever we have put reſtraint: it takes from us the 
opportunity o uv ar, ar a the. choice. of a- 
Mile for livelibood and health, is uſually grievous 
to the mind, debauches often the manners and mo- 
Cn es EE 
theſe inconveniences ent 
as what are within 5 — ———ů—— 
tigated by ſuch conſiderations as arm us with pa- 
tience. If Impriſonment be tor faults againſt the 
Law committed, the beſt remed is acknomledgs 
une af ha] ice by which we are committed, and 
entance for the faults, aGght and where · 
of ing —— by the reſtraint, in which at 
freedom we might have perſiſted, makes impriſon- 
ment like Devid's affliction, when he ſaid, Ie is goed 
far ma that I was afflified, otherwiſe I had gove 4+ 


ffic be cauſleſs and unjuſt, we have the Balm of 
Innocence to comfort our minds, and the confide- 
ration that our Great Maſter ſo ſuffered before with 
moſt of his good Diſciples, that in a bad World 
the Portion of the Righteous is affliction, ealy and 
tolerable ( how ſevere ſoever in it ſelf ) becauſe of 
the.evidences we have of a joyful eſtate in perpetui- 
ty after a ſeafon. The ſame ſupports 
axe to us if it prove for debt, which being an effect 
of thaſe cauſes which are-without our power, and 
and controul, we have reaſon patiently co ſubmit 
ta thern.upen the ſame conſiderations. Some other 
alleviations there are, after we have uſed all prudens 


wages for our cilgin EIA denen 


702 222 
eaſily acquirable : Contemplation of the Worlds 
vanity and uncertainty, of Heavens joyes and their 
Ne : That the Priſon by raking us off 
rom other employment, gives us leifure to look 
back A lives, to mend what is amiſs: to re- 
cord the belt of our experiences, for the benefit of 
others 3 or any other way todo ſervice to the world 
in communicating that knowledge, and thoſe noti- 
ces we apprehend may be of uſe ro mankind. We 
have elſe to add, that Impriſonment as an evil, comes 
ſhort of an oppreſſors Gout, or fit of the Stone; 
ea of the perplexities which an ambitious mans pro- 
in the courſe and proceſs of them enforces him 
upon: Leſſer evils are made lighter by being com- 
pared with greater. 
Laſtly, as to death it ſelf, reckoned the greateſt 
evil, thou ſhouldeſt bear the apprehenſion of its 
44 — 'with the greateſt fortitude. For if thoy 
laſt ſpent thy daies well, there is no evil in it; thou 
art going to a better place, to better company, to 
better inſoy ments: The terror is chiefly in the miſ- 
apprehenſion, for Children dye without fear of it, 
tis the 5 — of innocency : Nothing but 
makes it dreadful, nor ovght that neither when 
re is ſorrow for ſin, a reliance upon Gods 
cy, th the merits of Chriſt ; without this, 
eath would be terrible to every Man and Woman 
r- 3 but where this hopeful aſſurance has 
| {t the 
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of Death is truly apprehended to be 
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Of Fortituae. 163 


8 teſt diſquiet thereof uſes to be the dreadful a 
1 of Death. 15 


We have invented many wayes to make it terrible 
to our ſelves; as the ſtories of dying men, the amaze- 
ment which their groans, and ſometimes agonies be- 
fore departure raiſe in us : the laments at departure, 
all the funeral preparations, keeping the fore freſh, 
and ſmarting : All which need not be, did we keep 
our minds prepared, and our. belief ſteddy,, that 
our Friends or our ſelves are quitting a place of 

troubleſome agitations and diſquiets, for reſt and a 
participation of the joyes of thoſe who ſhall be 
received into the Society of the bleſſed : Let all that 
can, be ſpoken upon this ſubject, the reality of the 
whole matter muſt reſolve into this, That an ho- 
neſt and good Liſe makes death acceptable, and 
takes off all the horrors that uſe to attend it ; This 
is the higheſt perſwaſive to a good life, this and this 
only makes the way pleaſant, and the paſſage eaſy; | 
But this however not of merit, becauſe in_the beſt 
there are abundant defects, but God is merciful, 
not extream to mark what is done amiſs, and 

death of our bleſſed Saviour was on purpoſe to ad. 
vance the mercy of God, by clearing his juſtice, and 
to cover a multitude of Tranſgreſſions: were it not 
for this no fleſh could be ſaved, and a well govern» 
ed mind, though conſcious” to it ſelf of multitude 
of failings and offences, may yet with great aF- 
ſurance rely, upon the __ promiſes of Gods 
mercy, and having his reliance therereup- 
on, tough this vale of miſery „Witch. 
jerky ight,- and meet Death with the minds 
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of the mind, raiſed in us by the ri 1 
ie ciſe of our reaſon ; Others ma be raſh, A e 
re- brained, eee rious, bor the wiſe 
odd nk truly yaliant ; Fortitude hein 
gnived by the juſtneſs of the cauſe, 
IC 'of the ad, which excludes Ran 
ſonate, imp 


ny indirect, 
| ſtrengtk of 
221550 Hork or any other Kren er Creature 
d be more valiant than a Man, 12 0 ſtrong- 
then than thoſe who are weaker. is true 
neth of body is, men are too often prom; 
dence thereof to engage in quatrels, 
* $ attempts, and ſo to be injvrious t9 
| ems) 250 others: but this is ſo far from be: 
ing. ry 1 „ that it is rather a Beſtial qua: 
| ys, 1 ich the 9 of thoſe Creatures often ex: 
1 200 would dd oſtener did, they know heit 
1 trength, the moſt advantagious wayes of 
| 8 

ing a teaches natal, Tn, he gy 

as moſt ſtretigrh, e er natural, of c erte 
Fe Law, uſe it only for t hoſe good ef . : 

wa: (over Mot, protection of innocence, 
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an th 'to uſe Eren litele ? Not boaſt 
iy 6 of it, but giving thanks for it, as, being a 
forming in ſome proportion thoſe good | 
cies which God Almighty, rakes greateſt ſatifo 
ion in. 
| Fortitude being no leſs eminent in patient ſuffe- 
rance, than in couragious action. 
To this vertue of Fortitude as it is paſlive, be. 


oy other vertues: Such he b. Hu- 
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106 of Humility and Patience, 
'Mecknefs is the fruit of Wiſdom and found un- 
"I but pride is the daughter of ignorance 


Meekneſs Chriſt overcame the Principa. 
lities of the World, and having ſubdued Death it ſelf, 
roſe again victorious. | 

The Meckneſs of the Apoſtles was the contempt 
of arrogant worldlings, and yet upon that Baſis 
God eſtabliſhed the Chriſtian Church. 


Of Humility and Pati:nce. 


Near akin to Meekneſs, are are Humility and Pati- 
etice, Meekneſs conſiſting ina gentle and quiet de. 
meanour , notwithſtanding many provocations gi- 
yen; Humility in not vaunting our ſelves above o- 
thers, but having a low eſteem of our ſelves through 
conſciouſneſs of our many infirmities ; Patience in a 
— nrmg of thoſe evils the World rudely 
pon us: Theſe I would have the complexi- 
on oſ thy aA nized and made one with thy Soul; 
Be very careful that thou take them not up as the 
Politician does, to deceive the credulous, and by 
their ſpeciouſneſs to compaſs ſome. unworthy end, 
with which theſe excellent es hold greateſt 
: So to convert the beſt qualities to the 
uſes, is Satans office, when aſſumes the 


Sh Angel of light, and thoſe are doubtleſ 


by his inſtincts, who put on the garments of 
and Vertue, for wh. rs little different _ 
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Of Humility and Patience. 107 
nf than Herod: Remember who are the bleſſed in 
the fifth of St. Marthew, that we are not to judge of 
our condition as it is abſtractedly here; for then the 
moſt unjuſtly” ſoffering Perſons, the Apoſtle tells us, 
would be of all men moſt miſerable , that is doubtleſs in 
the Worlds acccount : but conjoyntly, by aking 
in that intereſt and thoſe promiſes good men haye 
of hereafter : 

If thou lookeſt upon the World, and the deport- 
ment of Men and Women, thou wilt either not 
think Humility to be a Chriſtian Erace, or that there 

are very few 4 that appellation to be found. 
Wee generally have too mean an eſteem of others, 
and think roo highly of our ſelyes: bein 
us up, and though it be moſt uncertain, no 

rt of our ſelves, yet we vaunt as if it were, and 
rom the encouragement of it, deſpiſe thoſe who have 
real and in rinks worth; Honour ſwells us, and the 
more if itbe accquired by wealth,unworthy office,or 

Servility : For they who have by true merit at- 
tained it, eſteem it leaſt, and are moſt humble. 

Learning lifts us up above others, and is apteſt 
ſoto do when it is notional, traditional, and moſt 
imperfect; for they who know beſt and moſt di- 
ſtinctly, know alſo that the degree of 2 
can reach is ſo ſmall, and his ignorance ſo infin 
exceeding his knowledge, that he has reaſon ra- 
ther to blaſh and hide his head, than 
eralt himſelf above his Brother: Divine knowled 
has a contrary effect, for that gives us ſotrue an ac- 
quaintance with our ſelves, and 4 diſcovers 
to us the multitude of our defects and infirmities, to- 
gether with the neceſſity of dependance upon ano- 
ther for our Salvation, that it ſuddenly makes flat 
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TS begens aa the greateſt pride, and va- 

266 Amongſt us, is. the high conceit we have of 

ix. ſelves, for being of an opinion or mode of Re- 
ain different from others: thus the Catholick de- 
es the Proteſtant, The Turk flights all Chriſti- 


other profeſſors of Chriſtianity, as erroneousand 
ns le; ae l think ſlightly of others, 
| . learn'd, 
hg Bresbyterian.condemns the papiſt as idolatrous, 
he. Bilbop, as ſuperſtitious, The Annabaptiſt prides 
zel 22 nearer conformity with the Apo. 
Rolical Rules and Practice: The Quaker condemns 
hem all, not only. fox errors in Doctrine, Diſcip- 
log, ' and practice, but difformity alſo in life aud 
lation, ta the Laws and Precepts of Chriſtia- 
:; Thus. all, arrogate to themſelves a nearer at- 
ruth than is in others, to the exalting 
and debaſing their Brethren, to the 
ity, and to the extirpation of Humi- 
and token of 


ö ite, and ſtops all the heavinga, and comme. 
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our , and of the Laws which maio- 
| tains the peace and quietnelsThereof,'ls a; 
te 23 ons — — 
ire it, iin gs 
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me of Spirit, as by our nim — 
al wicked andinjariows perſons wy 


lence they pleaſe to thoſe whoſe principlts in 
them not to defend themſelves, their — 


Children, their Laws, their Countrey, their N 
; whatſoever ——.— in chus irrational muſt 
leſs be ſome miſtake, or if. 
underſtandin — all that is eftiomble 
and ſacred ſt us, to the rapine of enredſor- - 
able men : iomnakes — f their inſdiæn- 
cies, and taxes the commands of God wich the ſte 
blemiſh of injuſtice. Tis true indeed the Primitive 
Chriſtians, ſent abroad to convert the World, 
without ſtrength or power, more than what Whis in 
the verĩty of their Doctrines, the convincing vi- 
| re Pan miracles, the ſnnctity of their lives, 
| noother force ttian what choſe contained, for 
had no other: But the World deing now (ft 
in ſnew) converted, and pro Chriſtiani. 
. one —.— expoſe our ſelves xo the 0. 
or for any of us to judge that we ate 'to Toave 
rae, and dear to m, in 'whatſccver: - 
tre, incbutrary to the reaſon and nature of nun 
and therefore cannot be agreeable to the precepty 
of Chriſtianity : This is almoſt of univerſal — 
for do not all ingage in Wars, and partake where 
they conceive the cauſe is moſt juſt? And even thoſe 
whoat firſt ſaid, they muſt uſe only prayers and 
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and gies peo — to prom thee 
to Landen the reins of reaſon, ar. to (pomp: 
an a to fly out upon every flight occaſion ad 
mi which is againſt the ſcope of almoſt all 


chat I have written; but to keep thee a Man that no 


miſconceived - opinions; may ty up thy heart 
and hands , when the defence of uſtice , the 
— common pteſervation requires thy aſ- 


_ Otherwiſe I commend Patience to thee, let thy 
bear what thy paſſion would make worſe : 
 thatis ; angry upon every little occaſion, loſes the 
eſſocts of it, and renders it deſpicable : He that 
taiſes a patient man to anger, will be generally con- 
demned; and __ mo ol conclude — is a 
competent cauſe; it a very great wind, or 
ſome. horricance that ſhakes a " foundation. 


Be aſſured that Patiene will ſweeten thy life, and 


make thee/avoid manyevils impatience would thruſt 
thee upon Again Patience is to be commended to 
thee, - upon the 23 of 
an enemy, for if be n peace, by 
offering foi 9 — hou ſheweſt thy ſelf inſen · 
lible chereof, or rather return good for evil, thou 
preſerxe ay: — wry ſhaken by his evil 

alc z and peradyenture by the ſweetneſs of thy 
temper, thou — . nn = agar 2 
dere a an _ 
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- Earneſtneſs in Deſire is an impe paſſion + u 
ſually. bred with us, for even infants have it: And 
is continued to old age, unleſs the right uſe of rea- 
ſoo, and experience bridles it: As Children cry 
for baubles, which in a few hours of enjoyment 
they throw by and covet new: So man is. v 
tiated with what he has, and even in p ty for 
new acquiſitions. This is a great diminutian 80 
his content, and thruſts him alwayes upon new deſigns 

to acquire what will but ſtill heighten his deſires: 
Sit down therefore, and continue in the tract of an 
honeſt calling: contenting your ſelf with low. aod 
moderate gain, for he that makes haſt to he rich can- 
not be innocent; that is, will put himſell upon wayes 


of haſty profit, which in his ſerious mind he cannot 


juſtifie. Need does not ſo much breed deſire, -as 
deſire begets need: And therefore he that has much, 
and yet deſires more, begets a need of that which 
he deſireth: A deſiring man is therefore alwayes 
needy; yea, as a juſt puniſnment upon him; be 
wants even that which he hath : becauſe throvu 
the earneſt deſire of more, he enjoyes not what 
has, nor takes not that ſat isfaction in it, which he 
might do, were it not for kis deſire of what he has 
not. 9 al ee % of ma 
The cure of immoderation in deſires, conſiſts in 


theſe particular conſiderations; ''; | {7 2 
1. That the happineſs of man doth not conſiſt in 


the enjoyment of much wealth, great | 


irrational pleaſures. This all the ancient Phileſo- 
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; many 
1 — argrienne the palpit, and 
E 
hich „ and 
both tie 1 ar maſter, 
and kits Diſcighes, 1 e. canons of the new 
— — it. If tuen our ſtappineſs con- 
not a theſe,” hy mould we be earneſt in their 
EIS er 
wh indeell in confifts : 
na beter Mer re te for oe 
we may z -U We 
eee the Toned. of"iE 
A and not ptaceie in that which his it 
2. A ſecond expedicnris, Thar. we live within 
the bounds of dur eſtate, and Hot think our ſelves 
we have not ſo five's Houſe, fo rich 
— ee in fo great port as many of our 
2 — 
. e within your reach: This 
whard lefon df neceſſity were upon you, 
| ore ney But if it be nor, (as if y Jouprore 
diligent, and tempetate, believe 
ente the Ki is h learned. On the 
extent of gs» oor nag 
can lay up little for your Children, and you 
tate 7 — — and bl 
to fulfil 
—— mien moderate defites , 
ERC EIT. 
ok TIT, 
— tum you my tlic 
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Kress 


— and 5 4 
them madneſs : What matters it then with how litthe 


by content your ſelf withal for the pteſet, y 
| 


ha 


this way of Moderation, and a fober and good 
ife, you gain aſſurance of ogoying durable, yea: 
eternal pheaſures hereafrer : This will werten your 
life in what ſoever ſtate it is3, aad if it be ſufficient 
to make all aflictions tolerable , how can it fail 
to give yon true folace and cantent, in a middle, 
and no uneaſy emdition. Little and much are then 
all one, whey the bent of your thoughts is dicedted 
chiefly on the enjoyment of him, who is the Foun- 
| tain of all true 2 and in whoſe manſions 
there are ſulneſs of pleaſures for evermore. Weigh 
theſe things, . my Son, with a ſound mind, and learn 
wich the bleſſed Apoſtle in what ever State you are 
to be therewith content. 


Of helping tht diſtreſſed. 


Concerning helping the diſtreſſed : let nie adviſe 
hat thou beeſt alwayerig a ready mind to da it, in 

thy Purfe * counſel, war 1 
If vou do it not, why ſhould you expect to be 
in your diſtreſs: You are notte ſay, what is fach a 
ones ſorrow or afflition to you? for in ones - 
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ing all that were ah Pray” 
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what is your miſery to God Almighty ? or to ano 
Her mal? amd yer you ell imphery divine ah, and 
expect the aſſiſtance of your Brgther : Tu a plow 
fure in which the Divine nature is much delighted, 
and yet vouchſafes that man alſo ſhould partake 


thereof: Tis the great office of the Angels Mini. 
ſtry, who ſtand ready at the Throne of Grace to 


put in execution the pleaſing mandates of the Al. 
mighties Benediftions. Let not proiperity make 
thee diſpiſe the ſorrows or wants of thy Brother, 'tis 
an argument and effect of Ignorance, for there are 
ten 9 wayes to bring thee into adverſity, and 
no mau is ſecure a moment: the whole is ſaid, if 
thou remembereſt that remarkable promiſe, He tha 


ſhrweth merry, ſhall find mercy in the day of his trouble. 
| Not to be Contentions. 


The next is not to be Contentious : This relates 
to opinion and iety : Men are very much plea- 
ſed with making others of their own opinion, this 
ſhould be done only out of deſire of doing good to 
others, from a Joſt apprehenſion of Truth, and a 
e — that it will in ſome regard or 
other be better with them you would convince, in 
caſe they 8 believe: Were theſe your 
Motives, you not be contentious in your de. 

but reaſon gently with mildneſs of Spirit, 
and ſtrength of Argument: Lis ambition, pride 
ef Victory, or d that makes men paſſionate, 
and froward in their diſcourſes: And tis ignorance 
we think we ſhall effect more by that than by rea- 
ſoning friendly managed: What has all contenti- 
dus arguings produced? but confirmation in each 
n party 
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, Not tobe Cantentid uus. irs 4 
patty intheir ſeveral op ns 4 animoſities, divi- | 
dns, breach of charity; abd ſometimes the worſt 
effects, envyings, hatred, war: and that becauſe 
we were , ot. are not ſteered by the ends above 
mentioned: Content your ſelf that others are of 
an opinion different from yours; *tis ſofficient that 
yours is built upon juſtifiable grounds, and have ſo 
much charity as to believe that others think theirs 
ſo too, unlels you ſee deſign ſwayes them, which 
cuts off all your pe of convincing them, unleſs you 
can alter their deſign Rs 
I like not the . — an argument for argument 

fake, it ſhould never be done but for the jake of 

Truth, and therefore ( contrary to the cuſtom of 
the World ) weigh candidly what is urged: by him 
thou argueſt withal, that if thou ſeeſt reaſon for it, 
thou mayeſt by being better informed, change thy 
opinion. | diſlike therefote the terms of the | 
of Opponent and Defendant, and the word Polems- 
cal: as if to diſpute were to ſet us together by the 
ears, or to enable us to maintain a bad cauſe: He is 
but a very little gainer who conquers another by his 
greater ability to diſpute; "5 I chin it is ſcarce ho- 
neſty in a Lawyer, to undertake the defence of a 
cauſe he knows to be bad: and therefore our Logical 
niceties , and ſyllogiſtical crafts, are juſtly baniſhed 
fromall grave and reverent Aſſemblies, who wor- 
thily prefer truth and reality, before the charms of 
Rhetorick and ſubtleties of Logick : Let thy Con- 
ſcience be firſt waded before thou openeſt thy 
mouth in any diſpute, and then urge fairly the 
grounds by which thy Conſciefice ii perſwaded. 
My Father Walvyns rule in this caſe was: Aas mild- | 
, conſcientiouſly. 1 is | 
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ontention refers to Pro, 
riet Kis thy Perſon, or what is elſe 
thine. any thou be'It injur'd, conſider 
firft, whether it be not greateſt prudence, to paſs 
it over unobſeryed; or if it be needful to take no- 
tice of it, whether it be not beſt to let the fear of 
puniſhment or legal ſatisſaction keep him in aw from 
doing a freſh jnjury, or perſwade him by thy pati- 
ence, to ak thee pardon: try what fair and gentle 
means will produce; Moderate and impaſſionate rea- 
fonings : But if thou findeſtobſtinacy, rancour, and 
malice, let thy proſecution be yigorous, ſpare no 
pains, no time, no coſt, to make the Law do thee 
right, this is neceſſary to tlaviſh natures, to whom 
fear of puniſhment is a greater reſtraint, than the 
love of Vertve. *Tisa juſtice alſo thou owelt as 
well to mankind as thy ſelf, that troubleſome and 
unreaſonable 2 _y meet wins 4 — 2 
Tagements, and ſince they cannot wer of rea- 
fon, they may by ſufferance, or ot it be per- 
ſwaded, to bear themſelves, with candor and ju- 
ſtice to other men: However be aſſuredly convinced 
that it is better ſuffer them to do an injury, by how 
much ſome little trouble of body, or detriment in 
eſtate, is a leſſer evil than the worm that gnaws the 
Conſcience, and keeps it in continual anxiety : Be- 
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fides injuries are almoſt immortal, very fruitſul, 


> 


>= ever charging the memory; nothing can extin- 
guilſh them but Repentance, and ſatisfaction. 
| 1 as a wiſe man ſaid, flowly, ſwift- 
ty: Slowly, from thy own inclination and calm- 
"neſs of mind, from thy own uawillingnes to do an 
'zvjury, or engage in contention: Swiſtly, from an 
appearance ofthy Adverſaries evil purpoſes, that 
t 
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thou mayeſt timely 


mind i in oſecut ien of 1 


* Nee e. 1 1. 
obviate bb wicked ends, 95 
that he may receive no advantage from thy 

or neglect, but be titely followed with ſound ady 

and Siligenep —— ; which courſe if 00 
would , and be aſſiſtant to one another there- 
in, the number of villanous and vexatious perions 
would ſoon lefſen; For nothing makes a Tyrant in 
any degree, but the eaſy yielding of the people tothe 
admiſſion of gradual injuries, by which right in time 
comes to be caſify and wholly oppreſt, and none 
flouriſh but the injurious. Whar therefore thou do 
in this particular, is not for thy own fake only, 
but a common debt thou owelt to the ON 3 ot 
mankind. | 
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| Of Revenge: 3-4 
Concerning rerenge. Tis a Dru tranſplatited 
out of ay Frekes 1 into England, The French | 


is a bri>k biting; Tithe: the talfan more poiſonous: 


The French wreak their anger more quick and opeij- 
1y, the — = moodil 7 KEN 0 


God Aknigh 1 
ſrienee; dess RE bo 


151 9 
the injory freſh in yo +” oa ms 
[perpetual dish, dir may de contract a 25 | 
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. Of Revenge: 
by ſome irregular or evil courſe. your paſſion make 
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|...” * youtake, more gtie vous afterwatds and miſchie vom 
. do you than the injury you would revenge: Not that 
X ] would have thee ſlightly or eaſily fly to theLaw,but 

ule it where neceſlity requires for relieving ghy ſelf 
: en oppreſſed, and for preventing of injuries: 


a 


To forgive is moſt noble on the part of the injured, 
Bm the glory of « man topaſs by an offence, ſaid Solomon. 
To be forgiven moſt obliging on the part of the in. 
Jurjous , prevailing far, unleſs upon very perverſe 
natures. If thy Stomach riſes, ànd thou thinkeſt 
nnch to forgive; Conſider how much greater thy 
pffences have been _ God, how infinitely ex- 
ceeding his kindneſſes have been towards thee; that 
thou daily beg'ſt his forgiveneſs, that thy remiſſion 
E towards others is the condition of what thou askeſt 
* of God: And Laſtly, that thou remitteſt but pence, 
1 20d eee to have thy Bonds cancel d of hundreds 
* and inde, BY Revenge we denn to bring the 
E perſon doing the injufyrto a real ſorrow for it, and 
to a willingneſs to make acknowledgment and refti- 
rution : The belt way to effect chi , is to take but a 


ſually imports, is 3 tena- 

* . | 3 

Pevet uhlawful wayes, making Ne corn. Goin 

* 3 and JO It can be executed, it mattem not 
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_ — Laws, the Principles of Nature,. 
— it will keep thee much 5 
before thou haſt done the fact, and abundantly. 
more after : the violence of paſſion begers andmain-, 
tains it, whereas ina high _— the. 
nature of all other vices, it inlike manner leaves. 
repentance, ſhame, and horrour of Conſcience be- 
hind it; Tis beſtial, deſpiſing the docu .of 
reaſon, and Gods Sacred Word; void of ; 
uſing no other conduct than what a Fox, a Wolf, a 
Bear makes uſe of, when luſt or — — 
and therefore never to be 
ä hy 1 ho l 6a | 
Aud who never exer- 


81. 55 es it, but P ogg A that chief for correction 
and reclaimer of offenders, or upon the incorrigible, 
who are not j _ the ſubjects: of thy Anger, but 
whom the laſh of the Law,orDirine — aloas 
maſt puniſh. | 


' Of beightming the 8 7 — 


Never ingagein the heigh 
tis the proper buſineſs of t 
kind, and of wicked men: — 7 — 
be thou in the number of thoſe who are bleſſed, de- 
— 23 — 4. 

ta oblige thee. ta 
. or re- 


every] Town or Village —_ 
— 2 . and run into Fackion: He is 
3 maker, WhO comes not with 
ndiferoncy to the 'docifion of @ controverſy , 
Wang ne Friend ot Relation, but prepared to 
y to whiat: 1 — 8 
it appear: may give gay. what you pleaſe of 
yout own, 11 in this caſe you defraud another to 
picafore your Friend; and become much more * 
dan he who gn octaũon to the comroverly ; 
caufe'befides che breach of the Rules of Jultice, — 
* traſt, which either is committed to you may 
rhe parties indifference; or which Laws of 
ny entruſts every man withal for — of of 
the: Peace aud Goverment of the World. 
<A moſt remarkable inſtance of this we have in the 
— — who being Lord Chancellour 
determined a Cauſt in Chancery againſt 
| 15 805 in Law, who in confidence of his near afh- 
ance 3 Father, would come to — 
fair 7 with bis 1 or 
ig Or 


erer ür rg gg prAPR 


©. nt 2p, 4 1 r * n n a AYR 
a EIS” 4 % ²ðm. ²ĩ˙ A wu ad ORE xx 
3 * 2” 5 * =; 7 2 ot FI he N * > 0 
Viet WD . 3 2 3 A 7 Nd 5 Is 2 2 3 
9 ; » 1 A . F > 7 OY 7 
. - 1 q * 
. 7 . 
5 1 4 4 
; l 4 *", 
* 5 N ? 
bs. 
* 
. * þ 
0 — 
* 
N 2 
t wo 
dif injuſtice, » . { 
N 


— no ingenious — ps; — pen 
though the tye of Conſcience ſhould be his — 
and el valued reaſon. F 

I have ſ much of j juſtice chrough the whole - 
courſe of this advice, de that thou ſnouldeſt much 
rather ſuffer wrong, than do any: I ſhall therefore 


thee: Be — * therefore, an ; 
ſtice run through every action of thy life : Remem- 
ber thou art bound to re 
- reaſon therefore is to in an indifferency, 
thy ſelf and neighbour come in . competition 
Do juſtice then as if thou wert he ini, a * 
thy ſelf unconcerned: How happy would tis world 
be, and how pleaſant would ee i tive init; were 
my ſo gene 2 digeſted and iſed by 
cry man:we not need then to be ſo anxion- 


= 
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ſelves, and thongheleſi of Aw, injuries we e do to 
others, friendhip, rd, 12 of 
mind, readineſs toaſſiſt: and f by- 


to be knowi 


ate wy Son by thoſe commands , and do 
lies une thee to reQtifie the world this par- 
zethee, beſides the ju- 

Frog lde in ility that it will be to thy 
damage: ſince pion — to all, and hurt to none, 
thou mayeſt rationally expect, if not to be beloved 
and kindly dealt with, yet to be leſs injuriouſly 


'bandled , than where thou halt not ſoftned the 


ev of | men, by thy own amicable deport- 


It N to the performance of juſt actions, 
in the nature and circumſtances of 
and for that end and purpoſe to examine 
with advice and deliberation, that thou 
not ki do injuſtice at unawares, or 3 


| (pn 155 br ents to either party by 
perſwaſion W 1 
po is meet to moderate extremities, do it with the 


if thou oy 2 the injured party. Be armed bow: 


. three hed aſſailers of Juſtice, Fear, 
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their heart there is no-God, for did the 
did to it, or at all confider it, they would, pref 
little gain, to the loſs of inward peace, and the” 

your of God which muſt follow acts of injuſtice, he 
being a God of pure eyes that cannot un. 
righteouſneſs. 5 e 
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Were it not for the perverſeneſs ol cuſtom, ĩt would 
be ſure no difficult matter to perſwade thee to Tem. 
perance, ſince it is the beſt and moſt allowed means 
of healthful, long, and happy life: But mankind, 
led by ſenſual and preſent pleaſute doth. ſcarce do 
any thing with his reaſon: Obſerve it in what you wi 
in Meats, Drinks, Cloathing, Pleaſures, Gain, Kapw- 
ledg ; in this alſo he ſtrives to take in more 1 


his life, which ought to be the end of his knowfedg: 


ifor his Diſciples, and whore os ix 
rank: acif — God had deſigned, to reftifie the 


judgments 


| ” 2 "W/4 
pop 


n eee of the fond 
© beſtow en what is in eſteem 
ones of the World. Tobe con- 
and taiment, — —. yes ſenſe 
wh e can get no more, ut as the expedient 

i ig us truly Religious, and in the ID of 
Vere: Not to mind, or labour after high thing: 
to our ſelves to men uf loweſt degree, for 
eee if vertuous; for reclaimer ( as our Sa- 


ar dic 22 if vicious. You may think at firſt 
nance too 
de Exc 


is a ſtrictneis not to be endur d, a pe- 
go he ſuffer d, but look upon · it with 
and you will find it the pleaſure, 
of Liſe: for it cuts off the neceſſity of 
anxiety : The temperate have leſ to pro 
are deter arm'd againſt Loſſes, and the 
: leſs bale to expenſive Sickneſs, 
Is oh y, and may more ealily recover 
tenthul bei ina common calamity: | had r. 
. EY it is better thou ſhouldeſt leave 
tient and prudent minds and 
ko great, eſtates, for much is 
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before State, * 4 great retinue 
before a og pag. rr va 
loved Motto of a wile Man of my 
cline Honours, and Offices, power TE 
do injuries: In a word, enjoy thy ſelf and a —— 
which thou canſt never do, if thou lancheſt 
the wayes of exceſs and luxury: For thoſe who 4 
ſo are never at home, never themſelves, but are 
ſtill haraſs d, and hurried from their natural tem- 
pers, ever in a vain queſt of that content that is to 
them unattainable, which whilſt they are 
purſuing, thou mayeſt in the paths of T 
eaſily and conftantly enjoy 
Many men — 4 what they: have, bet ye. 
r an extent, 


as they in their minds ſancy, neglect 

and for the compaſſing of it embroile the pri 
multiplicity of buſineſs, and anxious cares; during 
which time; nothing taſts with them bur their pro- 
fit: Nay, if they chanes to retire to forme Coun- 
trey ſolitude, fer a ſmall ſpace, being — ng to it 
as neceſſary to alleviate their minds, Doeh der 

cares with them, which ſo wholly poſſeſs them, _ 
all the reliſh and delights of innocent diyerſions, Phi- 
loſophical or Religious diſcourſes, ate tak q 
and wholly fwallowed up in the gulph of their 
ſigns: They reckon to live when their ends are obs 
tained: But 
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10. M | Sere nimis vite off craftins , with 


Tia not a wiſe mans part, Jalius, to ſuy, 


I live to morrow ; Better live to day. 


in, the preſent is hardly certain, 
together uncertain. To ſay you will live, 
. ſelfhereafter is therefore meer folly. 
Yea the ground of your refolution is as vain, for you 


may better enjoy your ſelf with a moderate eſtate, 
than'when you are bred with the many cares 


that lably affend a great: For content and 
peace of wind, is a _—_ —— 1.— vs, not 

pending upon exceſs and great ſuperfluity, but i; 
2 of ſound underſtanding, "and the 
right obſervation of the principles of uncorrepted na- 


ture and — mi Religion. 

The Temperate man is ever in the beſt capacity 
Wor and take Conncel : they have made the belt 
we of theic time, and gained the trueſt Aphoriſms 
from their experiences: they have been leaſt biafſed 
vy corrupt intereſt, and kept neareſt to the implant- 
ed light of nature, and additional or communicated 


by-Grace, in the perſonal appearance of the Son of 
25 The oo cſtrts of 3 . not 

nen prevailed upon them, or bli eyes 
of their cadectandings, by the falſe, artificial co- 
bars luxury has brought in, and | 
maintains ; This enables them to adyiſe beſt, and 
well to diſcern the ſincerity, and goodneſs-of what 


perverſeneſs ſtill 


ng 

to 
the Society, but with juſt regard to thy own lit. 
Some degrees of exceſs can hardly be avoided, with- 
out diſtaſt : but uſe thy reaſon, and do thy beſt. 


Obſerve the moſt Temperate, and either follow 
theirs, or be thy ſelf their example. S 


Concerning Diet and Apparel. 


It is an unhappineſs. to be of too curious an appe- 
tite, and not contented with plain and tiollomms 
Food, which that you may, allowing 1 
ſtance of time between your meals, inter poſe not [are 
dinarily other trivial repaſts, that ſo your ſtomach 
may be preſerved vigorous, and fit for a new meal. E-. 
ſpecially ſorbear ſitting in a Coffee-houſe, Ale-houſe, 
Tavern, for thoſe inter venient drinkings, which are 
now exceeding common, beſide other evils, dull the 
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yea far more pleaſurable; than all the Sports the idle 
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geeks content bk . cls and 
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| 2 an impoſſible thing in thee to forbear, 

| becomeſt de xtrous at any Game, and there. 
them: I adviſe thee thus with the 

$ imaginable : The fiction of 

| men,” being bewitched with the charms of 
ce, ie as of other things 
account pleaſures : It is caſter wholly to forbear 
8 aſterwards to decline. Remember likewiſe, 
— an 

1s mi pent each o cxe. 

| le: "Where the ſubtleties of 

1 * ed inutions of repute. And what an im. 
ade: itwill be found to be, that afterWeeks, 
22 ſo miſpent, the harveſt is only, 
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— 9 — To this I ſhall Gy, that 
it is not for me particularly to prompt you, but 
vin |the matter to 
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ſenſe of pain, if . becomeſt — 
thereof, thy tenderneſs and humanity wil in time 
degenerate into fierceneſs and crue — 
Sports are comprebended here, to w ich 
ved cuſtome, and inconſideration, will as 
incline thee, if a Fathers commands, cannot pre- 
— ooh the early and free uſe of thy own under. 
n 
«4s Not too violent: as Tenni; and ſeveral o- 
thers,as —. may be too earneſtly and too lang uſed. 
Theſe I prefer. 
Moderate Bowling, for ſmall matters, at ee 
able times, and not too frequent; 
the Long Bow, in the fields, with the ſame — 
and ever in good Company: But above all! pu 
walking with a Friend or good 
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a 1 t 
222 may be diſcourſed any part of their 
Art, their late renting and more profitable expe- 
riences: There one may aſſiſt the other inany dif- 
culties. or intricate occurrences : © There' may” be 
_ diſcourſed any point of Religion of tree and 
legitimate policy, of Morality, of of the 
humours and misbehaviours of men, of the excel. 
lency of Truth, Friendſhi Verte, or whatever 
adele offers it ſelf a ſubject of profitable 'diſcourſe, or 
| inoffenſive mirth : And how much 5 
the unprofitable vanity of other 
thou canſt —— reaſon, thou 2 
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. — 2 7 and ſincerity of mind; 
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worth, that they think meanly of others: and thence 
deſpiſe them: or elſe envying the grearer ability of 0- 
thers, malign them for that they are defectixe in them 
ſelves, not ee Fu that while, that no abi- 
lity in the Arts, in any Manufacture ar Science, is of 
equal weight and worth, with that 3. 
compoſition of mind, that ariſes from the good. 
lities before mentioned: which whoſaever ha nat 
envy no man, and will certainly * 

diſtaſte none: but ſuch as meanly eſteem of Vertue, 
and ſcoff at the very being of Religion. A further 
ſhame to the Title of a Gentleman, are the proud and 
ſcornful, the luxurious, the debauched, rhe idle, 


nd ignorant: Who truſting. 
aro? pe. ri 0 8 relying 


upon the naine derived from , it 

worthy Anceſtors, vainly think, that thair Views 
cannot loſe, what the others vertues attained, 
member that God Almighty who is the moſt 


teat being, and from whor all livin ne 
| theirs, is yet fullofgentleneſs, hs Fry 25 
ence, compaſſion ; and that notwit j co 
yocations z which may ſerve thee inſtead of all argy 
ments to ] thy indeavours in the acquiſieng 
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thy, and to be lteemed. | 
l Tam nos to adviſe thee in two Particulars of great 


moment, the one in the choice of thy profeſſion, the. 
other of thy Wife. 8 


| | Concerning the choice of thy Profeſſion. 


1 live wry 2 grown 
up to a mans purpoſe to perſwade thee, 
and ſhall endeavour to enable thee, for the practice 
22 mn N would have you do 
your Children, that ſo there may not in any 
e be wanting in this City (God protecting 
Ig Jou) one of your name and lineage, 
and profeſſing the practice of that art. 
eſteem ſo much the reputation of the 
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—- time of your 2 and 2 be —— plea- 
ſantto you even in youroldage: By means whereof 
you can never want delig ful objects 2 
thoughts to be imployed upon, and 2 


from other diverſions upon which the 
of mankind, engage themſelves, to 
pair 1 health, the laſs of their — | 
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'Tis in the middle Region, not 8 22. 
converſe of the meaneſt, not too low for che reſpect 
of the greateſt: 

. —— whe van laborious to 
the t it has many priviledges, as exemption 
from Offices, and ſeveral duties both chargable and 
hurthenſome: r 
dent, not ſo lyable to the viciſſitudes of times, not 

to declare it ſelf in vindicationot 7 of 12 
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fu re I let we adviſt beſe 
g Hiſtory, et me adviſe you to theſe 
Caution. hop 


1. To decline thoſe which are trivial, fooliſh, 
and full of falfities : inting in the mind chime- 
rical notions of never were, ſtories of 
ö 5 Fairies, hoſts and Goblins, Walking 
iris, and many ſuch like appearances, which 
chimerical, having no being but in 
nds of Hes who fanſie chew, have 1 * 
x u apprehen Creating fri 
althy Dreams, making them fed the dark, 
alone, to the great affright and debaſing | 
their Spirits which ſhould by truth and realites be | 
Kept vigorous and Nd 
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many families, and Create in young Men and Mai- 
dens, falſe and corrupt notions of Government, | 
Love, and Valour, the conſtant and almoſt only | 
ſubject of thoſe Idle Pens. For as to Government | 
it uſually ſuppoſes that all mankind is made for Prin- 
ces, it jaſtifies their Wars raiſed upon private animo. 
ſities, or for enlarging of Dominions: it makes 
them uſually abſolute, ' unbounded by Law: and 
through the bewitching pleaſure the youthful take in 
reading thoſe Books, they ſack inſenſibly thoſe falſe 
opinions, which complying with the commo ny 
of Governours, are not without much difficulty 
afterwards eradicated, making them in the mean 
time eaſily tacp to a willing ſlavery. Then as to 
valour it conſiders not the true ends thereof, which 
only can render it juſtifiable : Such are, defence” of 
our Countrey, our Laws, juſt Government, com- 


mon ſafety, or particular, lawleſly invaded -+Where- 


as the Idol they ſer up in their Romances, has no 
regard to theſe things, but is made to do things 
ond humane belief, and for ends as barb | 
as his Valour is prodigious. This alſo has no ſin 
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Opinion, for moſt wicked ends introduced and pro- 
—— hath been the occaſion of the burning of 
any thouſands where the Papiſts have Dominion : 
Yea @ focdarothe wages that the Inquiſitors have to 
examine, vex and torment ſuch as they deſire to have 
culpable in this kind, that it is very hard for any 
dare a here, to eſcape the fire. Yea, 
not only the Catholicks, bt eber of i * 
norance amongt the Reformiſts alſo, e 
Presbyterians, abundance have faded nt oy vs 
(as I my ſelf can well remember, betweenthe — 
7640 and 1650. Which though g 
ingenuous men did much ent, yet did This © 955 
nion ſo generally ſpread, that it was hardly ſafe 
any man to ſhew himſelf in oppoſition thereof. But 
from their Councels O Lord, for ever deliver me, 
and mine. la the cloſe of all, the Witch-finder him- 
ſelf one Hopkins , æ bold and inſolent fellow , was 
catcht like Perilbu, in his awntrap, and ſuſſered as 


a Witch;which an end tothole bloody practices, 
. — be revived again amongſt truly 
| peforiued Cu iſfians. of 
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Noms, domineering, cruef rich mail reverent be- 
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avif the falſe ſplentlor of riches ſiouldall othierthings 
dnderate.. Verily foch a one Ought to be des 
iſed, and ſet lower in the eſteem of word than 
poor than, for he has no temptation to 
vice but the evil of his depraved n nature. Tis not 
good however to make 
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. Of educatation tm Schools and Univerſi- 


© tif quickneſs of Wir. 
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F contentment in our pr eſent condition 
About the Tce of Tuturities. 
/ Pride. 
That it is better to live upon 4 mans 
own private buſineſs, than publickof< 
fices or imployments. 
What eſteem is due to Arts. 
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ties. 
Of. * the Latin T ongne. 
_ Of Logict. 


erorick. 


Of . 
of — 2 of Body. 
Of agility of Body. 
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Vile love that ought to be between Bro- 
thers and their Siſters. 
4 Prayer. 


The end. 
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